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. part of a much larger 
col Sen t is not material to in- 
form. the. reader by. what means 


y fell int 5 o the editor's hands: 
ken in 5 in juſtice to himſelf, he 


thinks it neceſſary to declare, that 
he yiolates.! no private right by ma- 


r 8. 


- king them n publick. They were 
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Tyr Euglim reſt has ithefto/ 
kept pretty free from thoſe imper- 
tinencies in the. epiſtolary way, 
which have ſo ridiculouſſy | loaded 
that of a neighbo ring natieh: 
the publiſher was ugwilling there- 
fore to. be inſtru mental i in adding 
to the number, u unleſs he might 
be thought to contribute ſome- 
thing at the ſame time to the value 0 


of * productions of this kind. 


Tu author of theſe letters whe 
deſcended from a very antient and 
Hluſtrious family ; the founder of 
which is ſaid © to have been the 
famous earl Fitzosbofne who at- 
tended William the Conqueror 
when he invaded England. He 

was honoured by the late king 
with a conn employment: 
| but 


15 tieth letter of this collef 


bush food. (for be FIC 
the reader will find in the; WE; 


= 


up all publick bulanels;; and 3 
1 1005 the country; Where he 
continued to the time of his death. 
He left only one ſon, who ſutvi· 
ved him but a few months; by 
which means the family became 
extinct. The birth of this ſon put 
an end ſome few years before to 
the life of his lady, whom the 
editor has diſtinguiſhed 5 the 
name of CrOIA. 


* 8 4 


Taxen letters are e 
wen juſt as they occurred, without 
420 amr obſerving to place 


them in a regular ſucceſſion; tho 
there is above twenty years di- 

ſtance between the earlieſt and 
Ds |  \ the 
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ed them juſt as they came to his 
hands; excepting only, that us 
he conld not obtain permiſſion to 
make uſe of the real names of 
thoſe perſons to whom they were 

1 add eſſed, he has inſert- 

ed imaginary ones win tbeir ſtead; 
He thought it better to ſend them 
into the world with thoſe marks 


by _—_ blanks or miſlead the 
reader * initial WW. 
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"2 LETTER I. 
than a milder ſort .of winter, the ſun is 
much too welcome a/ gueſt to be avoided. 
If ever we have occaſion to complain of 
him, it muſt be for his abſence : at leaſt 
I have ſeldom found his viſits trouble- 
. ſome. Tou ſee I am fill the ſame cold 
mortal as when you left me. But what- 
ever warmth I may want in my conſtitu- 
tion, I want none in my affections; and 
you have not a friend who is more ardently 
yours than I pretend to be. You have 
indeed ſuch a right to my heart from 
mere gratitude, that I almoſt wiſh I owed | 
leſs upon that account, that I might give it 
you upon a more diſintereſted principle. 
However, if there is any part of it which 
you cannot demand in juſtice, be aſſured 
you have it by affection; ſo that on one 
or other of theſe titles you may always 
depend: upon me as wholly yours, . Can 
it be neceſſary after this to add, that I 
vey hr your letter with ſingular ſatiſ- 
faction, asit brought me an account of your 
welfare, 1 ann eeable manner in 
any room — you an — nk 
5 30 Pleaſure, 


LETTER I 3 


pleaſure, it is, perhaps, that the three vir» | 


gins you mention, were a few. degrees 
handſomer and younger. But I would 


not deſire their charms ſhould be height- 
ened, were I not ſure they will never 


leſſen your repoſe 3 for knowing your Stoi- - 


- ciſm as I do, I dare truſt your caſe with 
any thing leſs than a goddeſs: and thoſe 


females, I perceive, are ſo far removed 
ties. that they 

ſeem to require a conſiderable advance 
before I could: even allow — Wm 5 85 


LY 


from the order of divi 


| much as women. 
Ir. was mentioned to „5 


. f 


that chere is ſome probability we may ſee ; 


you in England by the winter. When 
| 1 conſidered only my private ſatisfaction, 
I heard this with a very ſenſible pleaſure. 
But as I have long learnt to ſubmit my 


r 


own · intereſt to yours, I could not but re- 


ſo ſoon called off, from one of the moſt 


advantageous rennen U e 
ment that can attend a ſenſible mind. An- 


I Es Rn 
"gp 0 


4 LET T E R I. 
ance, compares 2 judicious, traveller to a 
river that encreaſes its, ſtream the farther 
it flows from its ſource, or to certain 
ſprings which running through rich veins 
of mineral, improve their qualities as they 
paſs along. It were pity then, you ſhould 
diverted: from a courſe, from whence you 
may derive. ſo many noble advantages, 
| You have hitherto, I imagine; been able 
to do little more than lay in materials for 
your main deſign. But ſix months now, 
would give you à truer notion of what 
is worthy of obſervation in the countries 
through which you paſs, than twice that 
time when you were leſs acquainted with 
mate languages. The truth is, till a man 
18 capable of converſing with eaſe among 
the natives of any country, he can never 
be able to form a juſt and adequate idea 
of their poliey and manners. He who 
fits at a play without underſtanding 
the dialect, may indeed diſcover which of 
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2 1 had ben a party 3 in the conver- 
ſation you mention, I ſhould have 

_ Joined, I believe, with your friend in ſup- 
porting thoſe ſentiments you ſeam to con- 
demn. I will venture indeed to acknow- 
ledge that I have lang been of opinion, the 
moderns pay too blind a deference to the 
antients; and though I have the higheſt 
r yet 
"They are the | abi ben 
— TJ allow, to thoſe who have not 
do be their followers, genias is (chocked; 
— Hiker fights, par pay 5 63 . 
B 3 _ 
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8 ET TER: _— 
imagination. Thus, had — cruſted | 
more to his native ſtrength,. the Romans, 
perhaps, might have ſeen an original 
Epic in their language. But Homer was 
conſidered, by that admired poet as the 
ſacred object of his firſt and principal atten- 
tion; and he ſeemed to think it as the 
nobleſt triumph of genius, to be * 
with the ſpoils of that * chief. 


You will tell me, perhaps, s ee 
Homer himſelf was indebted to the an- 
tients; that the full ſtreams he diſpenſed, 
did not flow from his own ſource, but 
were derived to him from an higher. 
This, I acknowledge, has been aſſerted; 
but aſſerted without proof, and, I may 
venture-to add, without probability. He, 
ſeems to have ſtood alone and unſupported; 
and to have ſtood, for that wary reaſon, ſo 
much the nobler object of admiration. 
Scarce indeed, I imagine, would his works 
have received that high regard which was 


paid to them from their — po ya | 
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Bur will hot: this fervile 1umour 

ſubje&ting-the powers of invention to the 
guidance of the antients, account, in ſome 
degree at leaſt, for our meeting with ſo _ 
the merit of being originals? Is not this a 
kind of ſubmiſſion, that damps the fire 
and weakens the vigour of the 'mind? 
For the ancients ſeem to be conſidered 
by us as ſo many guards to prevent the 
free excurſions of imagination, and ſet 
bounds to her flight. Whereas they 
| ought rather to be looked upon (the few, _ 
I mean, who are themſelves: originals) as 
encouragements to a full and uncontrouled 
exertion of her faculties. But if here 
or there a poet has courage enough to 
truſt to his own unaſſiſted reach of 
thought; his example does not ſeem ſo 
much to incite others to make the ſame 
adventurous attempts, as to confirm them 
e humble diſpoſition of .imitation, 
if he ſucceeds, he immediately becomes 
15 B34 himſelf 
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i be dogs inſtance of the f. 
nouncing thoſe cſtabliſhed-; 
antiquity has authorized. 
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pany. However, tough I cannot ſhare it \ 
with my friend, I devote it to his memory, 
pee to a certain 
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10 LETTER IV. i 
muſtard. I deal out certain portions to 
thoſe who aſſiſt at this ſocial ceremony, 
reminding them of the important buſi- 
neſs upon which they are aſſembled, with 
an boc age z and conclude the fetal with 
this votive couplet : : 


\ 


Cloſe « as this brawn the * fillet binds, 
My friendiviy's fared . unite o our * 


Farewell. 1 „ bee, * 


ts rip rs . 


earneſt, when you required my 
thoughts upon friendſhip: for, to give you 
the trueſt idea of that generous inter- 
courſe, may I not juſtly refer you back 
to the ſentiments of your own 1 

am ſure, at leaſt, I have learned to im 
prove my own notions of that KEY 
affection, by thotk inſtances which I have 
obſerved 


[2 Ii imagine, were you in 


obſerved in yourſelf;; as its from thence 
I have received the cleareſt convidtion, 
that! _ derives pu its 4 and b 


0 „unn Hera r is i 
| more re- ery beer than that 


— — juſt characteriſtick | 
of our ſpecies; friendlineſs, I am per- 
ſuaded, will ſcaree be found to enter into 
its general definition. The qualifications 
requiſite to ſupport and conduct friendſhip | 
in all its ſtrength and extent, do not ſeem 
to be ſufficiently diffuſed. among the 
human race, to render them the diſtin- 
guiſhing marks of mankind ; unleſs 
roſity and good ſenſe ſhould be allowed 
(what they neyer can be allowed): unver- 
ſally to prevail. On the contrary, how 
few are in poſſeſſion of thoſe moſt amia- 
ble of endowments? How few are capa- | 
ble'of that noble elevation of mind which 
2 man above thoſe little Jae and 
| TE)  rival- 


1 3 ' 
' 
ol * 


i ar nr neftions of this — But 
tbe to err, and thuy ether fall r 
n FIT — arrive _ 
ak xs eee 


e fers a r 


Werz I to make trial of any 2 
qualifications for an union of ſo ES deli- 
cacy, there is no part of his conduct 1 
would ſooner ſingle gut, than. to obſerve 
him in. his reſeotments. - "And this, age 
upon the maxim | | 
that * the beſt friends make th bite 
0 enęmies; but, an the eontr 
cauſe 1 am perſuaded, that he 


* bes 
who 1 


capable 


4 true fend. Por mg bs let want | 


| generoſity (that moſt eſſential prineiple 
e a Mates 4 AIPTE can be 


of the e e that gives me 
a higher notion of the true heroiſm of 
his mind, than what the hiſtorian of 
his life mentions concerning his conduct 
in this particular inſtance. - Ex Facyndia 
(fays Tacitus) nbi fupererat : fecretum & 
 fllentium ejus nom timeres. His elevated 


ſpitit was too great to ſuffer his reſent-/ 


tn who prod bs nr ht 


— wary _—_ be rnb cas 
haps 1 might Have faid, the principle road 
of the world runs ſtrongly on the ſide of 
the contrary dipoftion; and thut; — 4 


* 
£ 
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admired, orator, which I have fo often 
heard you quote with applauſe, our 
friendſhips are mortal, ROE. 
mities me ee 


Bur though judgment muſt colle& the 

materials of this goodly ſtructure, it is 
affectionthat gives the cement; and paſſion 

as well as reaſon ſhauld concur in form- 
ing a firm and laſting coalition. Hence, 
perhaps, it is that not only the moſt 

powerful but the moſt laſting friendſhips, 
are uſually the produce of the early ſeaſon 
of our lives, when we are moſt ſuſceptible 
of the warm and affectionate impreſſions. 
The connections into which we enter 
in any aſter- period, decreaſe in ſtrength 

as our paſſions abate in heat; and there is 
not, I believe, a ſingle inſtance of a vigo- 
rous friendſhip that ever ſtruck root in a 
boſom chilled by years, How irretriev- 
able then is the loſs of thoſe beſt and 
faireſt acquiſitions of our youth ! Seneca 


taking notice of Auguſtus Czſar's lament- , 
ing, upon a certain occaſion, the death 
n obſerves, that 


* 


LETYBR IV. ' ug 
he, who could inſtantly repair the deſtruct- 
ion of whole fleets and armies, and bid 
Rome, after a jon, riſe 
out of her aſhes even with more luſtre 
than before; was yet. unable, during 
a whole life, to Gl up thoſe laſting 
vacancies in his friendſhip. . A reflection Fg 
which reminds me of renewing my foli- 4 
Citations, that you would be more cau- 
tious in hazarding a life which 1 have fo 
many reaſons to love and honour. ' For 
whenever an accident of the ſame kind 
ſhall ſeparate (and what other accident can | 
ſeparate) the happy union which has fo — |} 
long ſubſiſted between us ; where ſhall I 'J 
retrieve fo ſevere a los? I am utterly in 
diſpoſed to enter into new habitudes and 


extend the little circle of my friendſhips : | j 
happy if I may. but preſerve it firm and 1 
unbroken to the cloſing moment 2 wy [ 
0 Aen. e 1 TT i 
3 5 Th | ; 4 4 T | 
” 2 |< „ 1 
Ae | Fa 
T4814 
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covering. and diſcloſing 1 5 
ſuch amongſt ours who bave a turn turn for. 5 


b . 
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ie 1729. 
LY is "with —_— fatisfa@tion I find | 
F you are grown ſuch an adept in the 


oceult arts, and that you, take a Laudable 


pleaſure in the antient and i ingenious ſtudy 


aye "this means N "oY 
8 indulge their uſual curiofity of die. 
A ſecret 3. WL 


deep ſpeculations, and.; are fond of f puzzling. : 
themſelves and others, may exerciſe their 


5 faculties this way with much private ſatis- 
faction, and without the leaſt diſturbance 
to the publick. It is an art indeed which 


n 


LI te 
ment of both the upivaritins ae 
ae of the moſt uſeful principles of 
logic, and might therefore be inte 
as a very proper ſubſtitute in the room of 
thoſe dry ſyſtems which are at preſent in 
vogue in map ares eigen: For 
borrowed appearances, it might prove of 
wonderful advantage in wor Ferre of 
learning, by habituating d to 
ſeparate all foreign ideas, and conſequently 
preſerving it from that grand ſource of 
error, the being deceived by falſe con» 
nections. In ſhort, Timoclea, this your 
turns poke; and 6 hee 600 — 
human ; and as there is no paſſing 
en without ſometimes: | 
mixing with fools and knoves; who would | 
not chooſe to be maſter of the enigmatical 
art, in order, on proper occaſions, to be able 
to lead afide craft and impertinence from 
their aim, by the convenient artifice of 
a prudent diſguiſe? It was the maxim of 
a very wiſe prince, that | he who 


e not how = My 


have produced. But as a friemd of mine 
has lately finiſhed, and intends very ſhortiy 
to publiſh, a moſt curious work in folio, 


18 IL ET TEA v. 
not how to reign?” and I deſire you 


would receive it as mine, that he who 


« knows not how to dl; knows not 
een * 


1 hem bes e dn of 


this art, it will have a farther recom- 


mendation to all true admirers of anti- 


quity, as being practiſed by the maſt con- 


ſiderable perſonages of early times. It 
is almoſt three thouſand. years ago ſince 
Samſon propoſed his famous riddle fo 


well known; though the advocates for 


ancient learning muſt forgive me, if in 


this article I attribute the ſuperiority to 


the moderns: for if we may judge of 
the ſkill of the former in this profound 


art by that remarkable ſpecimen of it, the 


geniuſes of thoſe early ages were by no 
means equal to thoſe which our times 


wherein he has fully proved that impor- 
tant point, I will not anticipate the plea- 


fure * receive by peruſing his in- 
genjous 


| puz2ling the world in their Ji 


L ET TER V. mm». 


genious 


glory of this art, that the wiſeſt man, as 
well as the greateſt prince that ever lived. is 
Fenn ee 
mionarch 23 
of each others talents in this way; ſeveral 
riddles, it ſeems, having paſſed berween 
Solomon and Hiram, upon condition that 
he who failed in the ſolution ſhould incur 
a certain penalty. It is recorded likewiſe 
of the great father of poetry, even the 
divine Homer himſelf, that he had a taſte 
of this ſort; and we are told by a Greek 
writer of his life, that he died with ver- 


ation for not being able to diſcover a rid 


dle which was/propoſed to him by ſome 
Pr 


1 AM ys uy to think, indeed, that 
the antients in general were ſuch admirers 


of this art, as to inſcribe riddles upon their 
tomb- ſtones, and that nat Aatisfied with 


bequeathed enigmatical legacies to, the 
9 895 after their deceaſe. My con- 
C 2 Nane 


In the mean while 
let it be 3 the immortal 


| 20 LETTER V. 
je ture is founded upon 


an antient infcrips 
tion which I will venture to quote to you, 
though it is in Latin, as your friend and 
neighbour the antiquarian will, I am per- 


a diſſertation upon it. Be pleaſed then 


to aſk him, whether he does not think 


that the n eee omg 1 — 
ſentiments: 2099 
VIATORES. OPTVMI. © 

HIS. xVOIS. o RYPHIS, AMBAGIBVSQUE. METS, 
cao ARE. POSSIMVS, | 
— this may be, it is certain that it 
was one of the great entertainments of the 
paſtoral life, and therefore, if for no other 
reaſon, highly deſerving the attention of 
our modern Arcadians. Vou remember, 
I dare ſay, the riddle which the ſhep- 
herd Dametas propoſes to Aer in 


Dryden's Virgil: 
Say where the roundof Heaven, whi, h all, . 


contains, | 
To three ſhort ells on earth our fight( | 
refrain - 


Toll That, and riſe a Phebus for thy 
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This ænigma, which has exerciſed the 


gueſſes of many a learned critic, remains 
unexplained: which I mention not 


tration which is neceſlary to render a man 
a complete adept in this moſt noble ſcience, 
but as ani ent to you to employ your 
ſkill inattempting the ſolution. And now, 
Timoclea, what will your grave friend ſay, 
hed. you, it ſeems, for your 
0 genius, when he ſhall find you 
are thus able to defend your favourite 


| 
1 


a 
Fs 
; 4 
Ls ++ 
. 
2 
. 
3 
1 
* ; 
: 
7 
* 9 
1 F 
{4 
ot 
* ' 
n A 
4 
U 
11 
1 
* 3 : 
F 3 {i 
7. 
1 
ö 
4 ] 
+4 ST = 
> 
»s 
: 14h 
7 4 +> 
1 
I 
bt 
118 
* 
i *% 
12% 
N oj 
+ 
[ 1 
_ | 
3 KW 


j 2 
4 4 22 4 
FEET - £44) a 


LETTER mo nk 
Th PHILOTES, ef; "IO 
at * i een 
Novi 22, 1716. ö 


A one all the e eee which 


attend friendſhip, there is not 
one more valuable K the liberty 
it admits in hyi ying open the various 
affections of ones mind, without reſerve 
or diſguiſe, There is ſomething j in dit · 
cloſing | to a friend the occaſional emotions 
of ones heart, that wonderfully 'cofti- 
butes to ſooth and allay its perturbations 
in all its moſt penſive or anxious mo- 


ments. Nature, indeed, ſeems to have 


caft us with a general diſpoſition to com- 


' munication: though at the ſame time it 


muſt be acknowledged, there are few to 


whom one may ſafely be communicative, 


Have I not reaſon then, to eſteem it as 
one of the moſt defirable circumſtances 
of my life, that I dare, without ſcruple 


or: denge r, think aloud to Philotes? It 
is n ih ly to exerciſe that happy privilege, 


I now 


23 
I now take up my pen; and you muſt 


LETTER VI. 


expect nothing in this letter but the 
picture of my heart in one of its ſplenetic 
hours. There are certain ſeaſons, per- 
haps, in every. man's life when he is diſ- 
ſatisfied with himſelf and 2 thing 
around him, without being able to give 
2. ſubſtantial reaſon for "being | fo. At 
leaſt 1 am unwilling to think, that-this 
dark cloud, which at: preſent hangs over 
my mind, is peculiar to my canſtitation, 

and never gathers in any breaſt but my 
own. It is much more, however, my 
concern to diflipate this vapour in my- 


ſelf, than to diſcover that it ſometimes 
ariſes in others; as there is no diſpoſition 


a man would rather endeavour to cheriſh, 
than a conſtant aptitude of being pleaſe 

But my practice will not always credit 
my philoſophy; and I find it nd hae 


to point out my diſtempet, than to re- 
move it. After all, is it not a mortify- 
ing conſideration that the powers of reaſon 
ſhould be leſs prevalent than thoſe of 
matter ; and that a page of Seneca can 
10 * the ſpirits, when a pint. of * claret 
SES - wall? 
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will? It might methinks, ſomething abate 
the inſolence of human pride to confider, 
that it is but increaſing or diminiſhing the 
velocity of certain fluids in the animal 
machine, to elate the ſoul with the 

gayeſt hopes, or ſink her into the deepeſt 

deſpair; to depreſs the hero i into a coward, 
or advance the coward into a hero. It is 
to ſome ſuch mechanical | cauſe I am 
inclined to attribute the. preſeht gloomi- 
nefs of my mind: at the ſame time I will 


confeſs, there is ſomething in that very. 
eonſideration which gives ſtrength to the fit, 


and renders it ſo much the more difficyltto 
throw off. For tell me, is it not a diſcou- 


raging g reflection to find one ſelf /ervile (as 


Shakeſpear expreſſes it) to every ſtiey influs 
ence, and the ſport of every paltry atom ?᷑ to 
owe the eaſe of ones mind not only. © 
the diſpo ſition of ones own body, but al- 
moſt 8 chat of every other whith furs 


foutds us? Adieu. 1 1 aa) c. 725 


+2 


" j , * e 
. 8 7 
£ 4 * p i x © I 5 
1 * . : o # 3 4 , 
— 4 1 2 4 * + it . e 4 
Sv } . n * FX F 4 od 
«3 7: If ; $ * & 2 - * 
22 A &4 0 f 4 + & 
% "4 : * 
* 4 

» * 


19 (2 YT I 1 7 : 1 

k 5 5 Kt 4 4* & 

{OERITOn canine uνjuun M. Mi 
* E N TE. R VIII Lf 


eri x FIG At. i #1 is 56 


8 O22 .To 7:4 * RA, 1 A. 2295120 


1 1 


n T1 Wy 1 18 HUT; An Aug. 171 5. 
| 1, 


FT I 
* 


"TH HIN x, Cleo, "you are the true trueſk 
female hermit, IT . ever rt knev 
I do 1 not remember | to 5 have ir RE Bey 
= among 77 our "ſox, of the fame order 
with yourſelf; for. as to the 1 on 
the other fide of the water, 1 1 n by ng 

means eſteem, them. worthy of bein his 
ranked j in your number. Wn y are 3 
ſort, of people who either have feen no- 
thing of 1 World or too 325 ; and 
where 3 1s the Ran of g giving up what one 
15 With. or what one is 


% 4 


Dr tion n off poets and hen, and 
which kin 8 and heroes have profeſſed to 


are after, Cl leora actually enjoys ; the 
lives 
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26 LE T. T ER VII 
lives her own, free from the follies and 


impertinencies, the hurry and diſappoint- 
ments of falſe purſuits of every kind. 
How much do I prefer one hour of ſuch 


ſolitude, toallthe glittering, glaring, gaudy 
days of the ambitious? I ſhall not enyy 


them their gold and their filver, their pre- 
cious jewels, and their changes c of raiment, 


while you permit me to join you and Alex 


ander in your hermitage. T hope to do ſo 


on Sunday evening, and attend you to the 
ſiege of Tyre, or the deſarts of Africa, or 
wherever elſe your hero ſhall lead you; 
Butſhould I find you in more elevated com- 
pany, and engaged with the rapturous ®###* 
even then, I hope, you will not refuſe to 
admit me of your party. If I have not yet a 
proper got for the myſtic writers, perhaps 
Tam not quite incapable of acquiring one; 
and as I have every thing o of the hermit 
in my compoſition but the enthuſiaſm, it 
is not impoſſible but I may catch that alſo, 


by the aſſiſtance of you and . 1 


defire you would receiye me as a proba- 
toner at leaſt, and as one who is willing, 


if he is worthy, to be initiated into your 


ſecret 


5 ſecret dodtrines. I think T only want this 
| taſte and a reliſh of the marvellous, to be 
| wholly in your ſentiments; PofliblyTroaybe. 
ſo happy as to attain both in goo 
I fancy at leaſt there is a cloſe connexion 


„ 


enkvind oe 6 ſtr | 
myſtic by commencing with the romance, 
or would you adviſe me to e 
Malbrancho |! before 1 undertake Ch 


that I ara, &e. 
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I. FEAR I ſhall loſe all my credit 
"you! 4b gardener, by this ſpecimen 
Wich 1 venture to ſend ap of the mo 70. q 
duce” of my walls. The ſhails, 
have Had more than their ſhare 75 ny | 
che: and nectarines this ſeaſon: 
wilt y u not ſmile when 1 tell you, ne 
Tdeem it a fort of cruelty to Tuffer them. 
to be deſtroyed ? 1 ſhould ' ſcarce date to 
acknowledge this weakneſs (as the gene- 
wn 4 of the world, no doubt, would call 
ad I not experienced, by man 
agreeable inſtances, that I may ately ly. 
open to you very ſenti timent of my heart. 
To confeſs the truth then, I have ſome : 
ſcruples with reſpect to the liberty. we. 
aſſume in the unlimited deſtruction of 
thoſe lower orders of exiſtence. I know 


not Upon what Pr inciple of reaſon and 
| 1 
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juſtice it is, that mankind have founded 
their right over the lives of every creature 


that is placed in a ſubordinate rank of 


being to themſelves. Whatever claim 
they may have in right of food and ſelf- 
defence, did they extend their privilege 
farther than thoſe two articles would reaſo- 
nably carry them, numberleſs beings might 
enjoy their lives in peace, who are now 
hurried out of them by the moſt wanton 
and unneceſſary cruelties. I cannot in- 
| deed diſcover why it ſhould be thought 
leſs inhuman to cruſh to death a harmleſs 
inſect, whoſe ſingle offence is that he eats 
that food which nature has prepared. for 
him; than it would be were I to kill any 
more hulky creature for the ſame reaſon. 


There are few tempers ſo hardened to the 


impreſſions of humanity, as not to ſhud- 
der at the thought of the latter ; and yet 
the former is univerſally ptactiſed with- 
dut the leaſt check of compaſſion, This 
ſeems to ariſe from the groſs error of ſup- 


poſing, that every creature is really in it- 


ſelf contemptible, which happens to be 
 cloathed with a body infinitely, diſpro- 
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portionate to our own; not conſidering 
that great and littie are merely relative 
terms. 1 ee 
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oy = oy poor beetle that we tread upon, 


; corporal alf rance feels a 4 pang, 6 Ker 
As when a giant dies. — _ 


And this is not thrown out in "tb hit 
of poetical imagination, but ſupported by 
the diſcoveries of the moſt improved phi- 
loſophy: For there is every reaſon to bo- 

leve that the ſenſations of many inſects 
are as exquiſite as thoſe of creatutes of far 
" more enlarged dimenſions ; perhaps even 
more ſo. The Millepedes, for inſtatice, 
rolls © itſelf round, upon the flighteſt 
touch; and the mal g gathers in her horns 
upon the leaſt .. of your hand. 
Are not theſe the ſtrongeſt indications of 
their ſenſibility ? and is it any evidence of 
ozrs, that we are not therefore induced 
to treat them with a more Hap 

e x 


2 — 


f 


Ann 
oh WAS . pleaſed his . 


ment I met with the other day in honeſt 


Montagne. That good- natured author re- 
marks, that there is a certain general claim 


of kindneſs and benevolence which every 
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| 
| 
| 


ſpecies of creatures has a right to from us. 


It is to be regretted that this generous max- 
im is not more attended to, in the affair 


of education, and preſſed home upon ten- 
der minds in its full extent and latitude. 
I am far indeed from thinking, that the 


early delight which children diſcover in 
tormenting flies, &c. is a mark of any 
innate cruelty of temper; becauſe this 
turn may be accounted for upon other 


principles, and it is entertaining unworthy 
notions of the Deity to ſuppoſe he forms 


mankind with a propenſity ti the moſt 
deteſtable of all diſpoſitions. | But moſt 


certainly by being unreſtrained in ſports of 


this kind, they may acquire by habit, 


w hat they never would have leartied from 


nature, and grow up into à confirmed 
inattention to every kind of ſuffering: but 


their own, Accordingly the ſupreme 


T 
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court of judicature at Athens thought an 


inſtance of this ſort not below its cogni- 
zance, and puniſhed a boy for putting 
out the eyes of a poor bird, that had 
unhappity: fallen e his hands, ; 


IT wighs be b e it 
ſhould ſeem, in order to awaken as early 
as poſſible in children an extenſive ſenſe 
of humanity, to give them a view of 
ſeveral ſorts of inſects as they may be 
by the aſſiſtance of glaſſes, and 
to 3 them that the ſame evident marks 
of wiſdom and goodneſs prevail in is 
formation of the minuteſt inſect, as 
that of the moſt enormous "in Pa 


that they are equally furniſhed with what- | 


ever is neceſſary not only to the 


tion; hut che en of their beings in 


that claſs of exiſtence to which providence 
has aſſigned ae word that the 
Whole conſtruction of their ne 
of the diving benevolence, and therefore 
chat they juſtly ee ſo nn 
In, & ö + 
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o & — WE 1 woſt to your 
——— and your judgment, 


whilſt I am the only perſon, perhaps, 
among your: friends; who. have ventured | 


to omit 'acongratulation. in form. 1 


e 


am not, however, intentionally 
for I really deſigned you a, viſit; Petre 
now: but hearing that your acquaint- 


ance flowed; in upon you from all quar- F 
ters, I thought it would ba more ASrer- 
. 5855 as to myfelf, | if 1 
dation Was aba 5 


But 1 1 have, not — 


(hin ahi to bee your 
im Had I not long fince trllen 


the regions of poetry, I 1 W ll you, 


in 


r — may — 29 Ys nn het 
-— my 


— * F — 
. — 5 As rr te = 
ER” ˙· — — Fo 
I — 0 "= 


111. A ·˙ ce er en. 
- — 
* . 


1 
34 | 
1 
1 


* 


F 7 — 
* _— = Dr ————* — TS. 1 


= dare woe RTE OS 


E * 
0 


e — * 


34 


beſt good wiſhes, I hope ſhortly to have 


known to Aſpaſia, When f am fo, 1 
4 all rejoice with her on the choice ſhe 
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LETTER Ix, 
in the language of that country, how 


often I have tad, may 


— all heaven, 
And happy canſlellations on that hour 
Shed their , Flee influence! MIL r. 
nut plain proſe will do as well for plain 
truth; and there is no occaſion ſor any 


art to perſuade you, that you | have, 
upon every occurrence of your life, my 


an unity of making myſelf better 


has made of a man, from whom J will un- 


 dertake to promiſe her all the happineſs 


which the ſtate ſhe has entered into, can 
afford, Thus much T do not {crople to 
fay of her huſband to you: the reſt I had 
rather ſay to ber. If upon any_ occaſion 
you ſhould mention me, let it be in the 


character which I moſt value myſelf up- 
on, that of your much oblig ged ht 2 


| affeQtionate friend. 
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LETTER xX. 


To Ho RT 5 N51 s. Of 


CAN by no means ſubſcribe to the 


of Fame is a paſſion, which either rea- 
ſon or religion condemn. I confeſs i in- 
deed, there are ſome who have repre- 
ſented it as inconfiſtent with both ; and 


I remember in particular, the excellent 


author of 7. Be religion of nature delineated, 


has treated it as highly irrational and 25. 


ſurd. As the paſſage falls in fo thorough- 
ly with your own turn of thought, you 
will have no objection, I imagine, to my 
quoting it at large; and I, 92 it you, at 
the ſame time, as a very great v 
on your ſide. In reality (fa 


e writer) the man is not . Er 7 


* more to to poſterity, becauſe 51 name is 


D 2 tranſ- 


. 4 
- 
4 " 
ER NN Nee i i odd hed 


| ſentiments of your laſt letter, nor 
agree with you in thinking, that the love 
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e tranſmitted to them: He doth not 
et live, becauſe his name does. When it 


er is ſaid, Julius Cæſar ſubdued Gaul, 


WM conquered Pompey, &c. it is the ſame 
* thing as to ſay, the conqueror of Pom- 


« pey was Julius Cæſar, 1. e. Cæſar and 


* the conqueror of Pompey is the ſame 
* thing; Cæſar is as much known 
00 by one deſignation as by the other. 
« The amount then is only this: 
« that the conqueror of Pompey con- 
o quered Pompey; or ſomebody con- 
« quered Pompey ; or father, fince 
« Pompey is as little known now as 
t Cæſar, ſomebody conquered ſomebody. 


« Such a poor buſineſs is this boaſted 


« immortality! and ſuch is the thing 
« called Glory among us! To diſcerning 
« men this fame is mere air, and what 


70 they. deſpiſe, if not ſhun,” 8 Fog 


- $#:. 7 
4 


But ſu rely, tere to FO foo cu- 


60 17 (as Horatio ſays to Hamlet) 70 con- 
Ader tbus. For though fame with poſte- 


rity ſhould be, in the ſtrict analyſis of it, 


no other than hat it is here deſcribed, a 


mer C 


ö 
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mere unintereſting propoſi ition, amounts 
ing to nothing more than that , ſomebody . 
acted meritoriouſly ; yet it would not ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that true philoſophy 
would baniſh the deſire of it from the 


human breaſt. For this paſſion may be 
(as moſt certainly it is) wiſely implanted 


in our ſpecies, notwithſtanding the cor- 

reſponding - obje&t ſhould in reality be 
very different from what it appears ** 
imagination. Do not many of our moſt 
refined and even tontemplative plea- 
ſures owe their exiſtence to our miſ- 


takes? It is but extending (I will not fay, 


improving) ſome of our ſenſes to a higher 
degree of acuteneſs than we now Poſſeſs 
them, to make the faireſt views of nature, 
or the nobleſt productions of art, Ne 
horrid and deformed. To ſee things as 

they truly and in themſelves are, would 
not always, perhaps, be of advantage to 
us in the intellectual world, any more 
than in the natural. But after all, 


who ſhall certainly aſſure us, that the . 


pleaſure of virtuous fame dies with its 
Py and reaches not to a farther | 
4. D'3 ſcene 
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ſcene of exiſtence? There is riothing, it 
ſhould ſeem, either abſurd or unphiloſo. 
phical in ſuppoſing it poſſible at leaſt, 
that the praiſes of the good and the Ju- 
| dicious, that ſiveeteſt muſic to an boneft ear 
in this world, may be echoed back to 
the manſions of the next; that the 
poet's deſcription of fame may be literal- 
ly true, and though ſhe walks upon earth, 
ſhe may yet lift her head into heaven: 


Ingrediturg; ſolo ef tier inter nubila cut. 


Bu r can it be be to extinguiſh 

a paſſion which nature has * univerſally 
lighted up in the human breaſt,” and 
which we conſtantly find to burn with 
moſt ſtrength and brightneſs in the no- 
bleſt and beſt formed boſoms? Accord- 
ingly revelation is ſo far from endeavour- 


ing (as you ſuppoſe) to eradicate the ſeed 


which nature has thus deeply. planted, 


that ſhe rather ſeems, on the contrary, to 


cheriſh and forward its growth, To be 
exalted with honour, and to be had in 


Everlaſting remembrance, are in the num- 
ES 3 


ber of thoſe 1 hich the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation offered to the Vit- 
tuous; as the perſon from wh n 
fred author of the Chriſtian ſyſt mr 

ceived his birth, is herſelf repreſented 38 


rejoicing that all generations RY call ber 


Mahl, 


To be convinced of the g e 


of cheriſhing this high NT wo kde 
 Tity, this noble defire of an after-life in 
the breath of others, one need only look 
back upon the hiſtory of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans. What other prin- 
ciple was it, Hortenſius, which produced 
that exalted ſtrain of virtue in hoſe days, 
that may well ſerve as a model to theſe? 
Was it not the conſentiens laus bonorum, 


the inucorrupla vox bene judicantium, (as 


Tully calls it) the concurrent approbation 
of the good, the uncorrupted applauſe f 


the ue, that animated their moſt ad 
rous ** a 


\ To confels the 1 1 have P'S 
jnclined to think it a very. dangerous at- 
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tempt, to endeavour to leſſen the motives 


0s right acting, or to raiſe any ſuſpicion 
concerning their ſolidity. The tempers 
and diſpoſitions of mankind are ſo ex- 


tremely different, that it ſeems neceſf- 


ry they ſhould be called into action 
a variety of incitements, - Thus while 
ſome are willing to wed virtue for her . 
perſonal charms, others are engaged to 
take her for the ſake of her expected 
dowry : and. ſince her followers and 

_ admirers have ſo little to hope from her 
in preſent, - it were pity, methinks, ta 


reaſon them out of any imagined advan | 


tage in reverſion, Fes 95 am, Sa. 1 
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Have een mentioned to you the 
12 pleaſure I received from Mr. Pope's s 
late tramilatĩon of the Jliad : but my ad- 
miration of that inimitable performance 
has encreaſed upon me, ſince you tempted 
me to compare the copy with the original. 
To fay of this noble work, that it is the 
beft which ever appeared of the kind, 
would be ſpeaking in much lower terms 
than it deſerves; the world perhaps ſcarce 
ever before ub a n wc! 
tion : Ps as Denham gh f 


Such is our pride, our folh, or our fate, | F\ 1 
That Tem, but thoſe who cannot men 


But Mr. Pope ſeems in moſt places to 
have been inſpired with the ſame fublime * 


ſpirit that animates his original; as he + 


often takes fire from a ſingle hint in his 
author, and e out even r a ſtronger Hal 


4 


RE 
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and brighter flame of poetry. Thus the 
character of Therſites, as it ſtands in the 


Engliſh Iliad, is heighten'd, I think,) with 
more maſterly ſtrokes of ſatyr than ap- 
pear in the Greek ; as many of thoſe 92 
lies in Homer, which d appear, per- 
haps, to a modern eye too naked and! un⸗ 
ornamented, are painted by Pope in all the 
beautiful drapery of the moſt graceful 
metaphof. With what propriety of fi Ges 
for n, bas he raiſed the following 


ber * e Nor®- ls e 
Lossen A. Pram, 1 os 78 yur og ahbe, 
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Thus from bis flaggy wings when Berus gr 

A night of vapours round the eee 

Swift gliding miſts the duſty fields invade ; 

To _ more grateful than the midnight 
2 

| While Jy the ſwains their feeding Jocks | 


Lof and confus'd amid} the thicken'd da : 4 


LETTER xl. 1 
So wrapt in gath*ring duft the Gracian train, 
A moving cloud, ſwept on and bid the lain. 


Warn Mars, being wounded by Dio. 
med, flies back to heaven, Homer com- 
pares him in his paſſage to à dark cloud 
raiſed 55 ſummer heats, and driven by 2 


wind. 


On F 22 gore bat) ano, 
Kavps|O- % . dv car <P 

Ir, v. 864. 
The inimitable tranſlator improves this 
image by throwing in ſome circumſtances, 
which, though not in the original, 2 are 
exaQtly i in the ſpirit of Homer: 


As Vapours, blown by Auſter s ſultry breath, . 
Pregnant with plagues, and Heading ſeeds, a | 
atatb, 
Beneath the 1 rage of burning Sirius riſe, 
Cbaat the parch d earth, and blacken all the 
fies; 

fo ſuch 4 cloud the god, from combat driv'n, | 
High oer the dafy whirlwind ſcales the heav'n, 


| Tune | is a deſcription i in the — 
book which Ae it ſees, * 
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ed the moſt beautiful night- piece that 
could be found in poetry. If I am not 
greatly miſtaken, however, I can produce 
a finer: and I am perſuaded even the 
warmeſt admirer of Homer will allow 
the following lines are inferior to the cor- 
wn ones in the tranſlation: 


Q Tor © eg are Panrly ap) W 
Saver arge ta, 076 'TETAEN v¹νe⁴ios ai, 
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Kae vanas gpavole d ag urigen W 


ahne, 
Iaiſa de v * ares , ycynbe & rs bees rot- 
Alu. II. viii. 55 1. 


A toben the 1 moon, refulgent lamp of night, 

er bea'on's clear azure ſpreads ber ſacred light; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 
And not a cloud o' ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene, 
Around ber throne the vivid planets roll, 

And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole _ 
O'er the dark trees a yellower verdure Hd, 1 
And tip with filver ev' ry mountains bead; 
Then ſhine the vales, the rocks in proſpect A, | 
A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies, . 
The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the fight, 
Eye the * vault, and bleſs the uſeful light.” 
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1 Fx AR the enthuſiaſtio admirers uf 
Homer would look upon me witii much 


indignation; were they to hear me {peak 
of any thing in modern lan 


guage as equal 
to the ſtrength and majeſty of that great 
father of poetry. But as the-following 
paſſage has been quoted by a celebrated 
author of antiquity, as an inſtance of the 
true Sublime, I will leave it to you to 

determine 'whether the tranſlation has not 
at leaſt 3 a n to thas character a as 

the original. 5 
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As torrents roll, encreas 4 by num un 2 
With.rage impetuous down their echoing bills, 
Ruſh to the wales, and, pour d along the plain, 
Roar thro a. thauſand channels to the main 10 
The diftant ſoepberd trembling bears th e. 

So mix both hoſts, 1 '/o their cries rebo 


e e Talus 


Iliad by one Labeo, a favourite 
ſeems, of Nero: it is quoted by an 2 
ſcholiaſt upon Perſius, and 


. * 
1, 2a 
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Tux is no antient author more likely 
to betray. an injudicious interpreter; into 
meaneſſes than Homer ; as it requires the 
utmoſt ſkill and addteſs to preſerve that 
venerable air of ſimplicity which is one of 
the characteriſtical marks of that poet, 
without finking the expreſſion or the ſen- 
timent into contempt. - Antiquity will 
furniſh a very ſtrong inſtance of the truth 


of this obſervation, in a ſingle line which 


is preſerved to us from a tranſlation of the : 
poet, it 


a verſion of the n paſlage in the 
fourth book : 


au Ace bens neiale — 7s 8 
which Nero's admirable _ W ee E.: 
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Crudum manduces Praun Ps 

insg. we e t 
1 need not inde” fave” b 500 *S fir 
back for my inſtance: a Labeo of our 
own nation would have ſupply d me with 


one much nearer at hand. Ogilby or 


Hobbs 
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Hobbs (I forget which) has tranſlated this 
very verſo Oe ů ů 73 
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Aid eat up Priam and bis bil ey all. 


BuT among many 0 
this fort 1 obſery'd one in the ame book, 
which rais'd my curioſity. to. examine in 


what manner Mr. Pope had conducted it, 
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Ace ayupury, 
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which d n mach u if dhe bed Ui n 


plain Engliſh, « Why furely, Jupiter, 


you won't be ſa cruel! as to render in- 
« effectual all my expence of labour and 
« ſweat. . Have I not tired every horſe in 


e my ſtable in order toraiſe forces to ruin 


_ « Priam and his family? It requires the 
moſt delicate touches imaginable, to raiſe 
ſuch-a ſentiment as this into. any tolerable. 
N of dignity. But a ſkilful artiſt 


knows 
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other p paſſages &f 
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le lu to embelliſh thy aa e 
ſubje, and what would be low and ſpi- 
ritleſs from a leſs maſterly pencil, becomes 


ory a e when ne up * 
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Sal ben; O, tyrant 175 us ie ee 
My ſcbemes, my labours, and my bopes he vain? 
Have IT for this ſhook Ilion with alarms, 
Aſſembled nations, ſet two worlds in arms? | 
To ſpread the war 1 flew from ſhore, Zo ſore; 
255 immortal | courſers ſearce the labour bore. 
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we 


Tito ew you that 1 anc not b. 

| thuſtiſtic an admirer of this plc 10 18 5 r 
fomanee, as to be blind to its impers' 

| Kections; 1 will venture to point out a 

paſſage or ty (amongſt others which 
mighe be mentions) wherein Me. Pope's 

uſual Judgment { ns to have ale 2 Ws 5 


e Tris E Nur to, in an 1 
that Paris and | Menelaus are 805 8 "to, de- 
cide the fate of both nations b 15 gle 
: combat, ang Were actually ee the 
of, eng gaging * Homer deſcribes her. as 


fly y a her veil over her face 
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neceſſary thereſore to extiibir her, u Hor 


petuoliry which occur ſo, often in the ori- 
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Nora: ak 1 be more. in. 
tereſting to Helen than the Circ nces 
in which ſhe is here repreſented tit Ws 


mer we ſee has, with moch eagernaſi and 
in her motion. But what ean 
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wherein the Helen of Mc. Pops appens z: 


O'er * Fat f al 225 * 9 veil bl threw, r 
And. aby r from the bom withdrew 
Her handmai 3 8 — _ . 1. 
Hey ent fung, ts Te hs Sham 
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rd would Mes been le oak 
have imagined, to have guarded à tran- 


Hato? A 1 "es: an e 


Wen bin Gz ed other 
ſtance of the fame l 
Engliſh poet, by not attending to the 
particular * ji of his author, Bas 
given us a picture of a very different Kind 
chan what Homer intended. In the firſt 
Wind dhe ande i. introdubed into. « 
5 
non and Achilles. As nothing vas likely 

0 provo more ful w the On. thah 
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between them ih a vivacity — 5 
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ever, whilſt I mention one obſervation 
more? and 1 will "yy Yau Wo hang 


Wars Menelaus and Paris enter d che 
liſts, Pope lays, e — 
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2 N read your laft Letict, 
I can no longer obe e h 
of thoſe falutary effects, which are aid w 
have been produced by the application of 
A en words. I hae myſelf 


fficule 
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y aſſures me ſhe docs, 
| lf the un N 
vil me that, ſhe an wanne 0 ibi, 
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; can work miracles, I will believe le. 


eyed dee the pan, my 
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and J can no longer deſpair tat the tine 
will come, when we A ee 
ſince you have abſolutely pronou 
it will. I hee vehtured, Uhiefire- (as 
you will ſee by my laſt letter) already to 
| mane In the mean while Lamuſe 
myſelf with doing 1 thing the books 


a pre "at | ' 
aþrs K bt bratcia f 2 Jringiroi 2 
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ay thongs Wy Gen ocrunroc d that 
1 e ela ly l with tay ger 
to yon, und if 1 obſerve à cloudy ohe; L 
am uneafy leſt my. Clebrailliould be er. 
poſe to it. I never reid 
ſtory, ot a pertinent v 


| not long to we ry rely c 


turn in my ow. bet every 
you into my mind. —— T never 
view thoſe ſcenes df out fortnet 'eonver- 
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which the! faithful Penelope is drawn in 
Pope'sOdyfiey,: when de goes to, fatch 


en e weinen 
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I find myſelf in aumbherles uch 
e fa yh 


once here. I muſt not erpeck (i ught 


not indeed, for the ſake of your repoſe to 


wiſh) ton be thus frequently and thus 


fondly the ſubject of your meditations : 
but may I not hope that you employ. a 
few moments at leaſt of every day, in 


thinking of him wins 1 attention 


is fixed upon you ? "ies Ot TOY | 
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is tranſlated by ſo good a hand, will bo 
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reading it in er e nn 


new. world, 8 con · 
queſts of Italy. Ho 1 could: 
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The | ſame - malevolent omnipotenos can 


as eaſily parſus us lin the net. move. a 
mmi this our firſt ſtation. 91 
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concur to render it ſucceſsful, that I would 


a not venture to pronqurice of any two per- 
| ſons, | that . ey” are qu 
other. bo 


"as the early inhabitants 
the world, in'tHat blameieſb period e 
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ee ſeries of kindneſs and mpli 
-ance, The humble opinion ſhe bas of 
| her own uncommon merit, "would make 


ments which are fure to'producexconfirm- : 


Amaſia never ſaid; or attempted do ſuy, u 
ſprightly thing in all her life ; but ſhe has 


| done ten thouſand nd generous ones; and i 


1 moſt conſpicuous figure at 
„ the” never envied or quatiphi- 
A 0 ho are. Her heart & fl oh 


attended any of her acquaintance! Which 
did got fil ber boſom with the moſt dif- 


ever reached her knowledge, thir the i # 
not relieve or participate by her generg- 

fity. If ever ſhe ſhould fall into the 
hands of à man ſhe loves (and L am per- 
ſuaded ſhe would eſteem it the worſt 
kind of proſtitution to reſign herſelf into 
any other) her whole life would be one 


Her ſo much the more ſenſible of her 
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which a Woman of ore pride and {pirit 


\uniable picture, 1 man be in danger; fr: 
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would conſider only as à claim of right, 
would be eſtemed hy A mafia uns ſo many 
additional motives to her love and gratis 
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idefed on this ſubject, . 48 "downright 
Wend üp as a virtue, of place it in f 
rank "little. inferiour, I can admire the 


generous warmth of their ſentiments : but 
when they go ſo far as to mak it a ſerious | 


queſtion, whether juſtice herſelf ought not 


caſes to yield to - | 
weer Wen ang affetticn of ths fi ti 


"Jo we had not a treatiſe extant upon 
we ſhould ſcarce believe this 
_fa up the credit of thoſe authors who 


have divered it down to us: but Cicero 
bin- 
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himſelf has ventured io; ho de effi 
tive fide of this debate in his celebrated 


ed, it ſeems, in this notion the ſentiments 
of the Grecian Theophraſtus, who pub- 
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1 u. Were the laws to have wth h x 


. « free, coutſe, he muſt inevitably. have 


a bee condemned! to die. Alter much 
10 debate therefore with mylelt, : 1 17 65 


1 UP n this expedient: I gave my 0 n 
according to my conſcie ence, bat 


caſe of this nature. [Hol yet, had Tully, 
that Fat maſter of reaſon, been Chilo's 
| confeſlar 


ou Dt 7. Whence it 
I happen that we meet with in- 
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ino birumftances himſelf, wet 

in the friendſhip of two very wealthy 
perſons, Charixenus and Aretheus. Eu 
damidas, finding himſelf drawing year his 
end, made his will in the following N 
e leave my mother to Aretheus, to be 
« maintained and protected by Him in her 
“ old age. I bequeath to Charirenus the 
% care of my daughter; deſiring chat he 
«© Would ſee her difpoſed of in marriage 
e and portion her at the ſame tithe with” 
a- ample a fortune as his eircumſtances 
e ſhall admit; and, in cafe of the death 
ae either bf theſe ny y two friends, I ſub- 
<"'ftituts the furvivonr in hls plicee® - ISO 
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information of it with very different enn 
ments, accepting of their reſpective E 

cies with great ſatisfaction. It | 
that Charixenus died a few days after his. 
friend che teſtator ; the ſurvivourſhip there- 
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ſhip to eee heights, ercept- | 


ing only a very — ii 
who talks in a more romantic ſtrain up- 
on this ſubject than even the -aptients 


lieve a man in earneſt, who ſhould. aſſert 


veal, may without perjury be diſcovered 


to one's friend ? Vet the honeſt Mon- 
tagne has ventured gravely to advance this 


extraordinary doctrine in elear and poſi» 


tive terms. But I never knew a ſenſible 


man in my liſe, that was not an enthu- 
ſiaſt upon ſome favourite point; as in- 
deed there is none where it is more excu- 
a rtendihip, - It 


fore * favour oFArcthens, he | 


themſelves. Could you, Phidippus, be- 
that the-ſecret one has ſwore never to te- 
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js that which affords the moſt plea. 
ing ſun· ſhine of four; days ; if there». 
fore we ſce it now and then break out 
with a a more . * 
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I rather hoped to have found my ſeniti- 
ments reflected back with a clearer light 
by yours; than imagined you would have 
CG what 
I only threw out by accident. To con- 
feſs the truth, I know not whether; after 
all that can be ſaid to illuſtrate this un- 
common quality, it muſt not at laft be 
reſolved into the poet's nequeo monſtrare 
& /ſentio tantim, In caſes of this kind, 


one's mind, we can only convey our fer» 
timents in figurative terms: a defect which 
nne | 
1 wiz not, FRA Tok undertake to 
mark out with apy fort of preciſion, that 
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| where language does not ſupply us with 
proper words to expreſs the notions 'of 
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graces and, perhaps, it can [no.mmore; de N 
clearly deſcribed, than juſtly defined. To ö 
give you, however, a general intimation of 
what Lmean when I apply chat term 10 
contpoſitions of genius, I would reſemble 
it to that eaſy. air; which ſo remarkably 
diſtinguiſhes certain perſons of 4 gente 
and liberal caſt. It conſiſts not only in the 
particular beauty of ſingle parts, but ariſes 
from the general ſymmetry and conftrucs 
tion of. the whole. An author may be juſt 
in his ſentiments, lively in his figures, and 
clear in bis expreſſion ; yet may have no 
claim : ts: be admitted into the rank of | 
finiſhed writers. © Thoſe ſeveral member 


| to. reflect beauty upon the i 
arrangement muſt be fo > happily he led: 
as not to admit of the leaſt r btion | 
without manifeſt, Prejudice to the" Entire 2 
piece. The thought its, the the 
alluſions, and the diction ear 
2 — natural, and ſeem to at ile like 
b thin a5 the effects df vet: Or roy 1 e 
en 
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affected in the ſentiments; Whatever ig | 
pompous or pedantic in the-expretiiong>is 
the very reverſe of grace. Her mien is 
neither that of u prude nor a coquet zjoſhe 
is regular without formality, and:ſprightly 
without being fantaſtical.” Grace; ini hort, 
is to go writing, what a proper light 
eren vr, 4 it 50 not — neues all 
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our proſe authors, who introduced a grace 
ful manner into our At leaſt 
that „„ 
ed early, or ſpread far, 
a is certainly to be found in its. * 
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2 and good ſenſe have any 
admirers. That becoming air which Tally 
eſteemod the criterion of fine compoſition, 
and wich every reader, he fays, imayins" 
{664-66 be imitated, yet will aud is | 
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* ; in ſpight of Fortune herſelf, I can 
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hours; 4241 have read of a Roman com 
ſul that amuſed himſelf wich 


cockle-{hils,” and of 4 Spartan — 


who was found riding upon à Nabe 
horſe. Or ſhall I rather ſay, that friend - 
ſhip gilde every object upon which the 
ſhines ? As it is the fingular character of 
Palemon to preſerve that flamme 


ambitious atmoſp here, which is generally 
dene bang are eg right 


ciple alone, t you cn e to 
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ſuſpind your owingnoreipotignt egg 
ments by attending to an account of mine. 
They have lately indeed been more diver- 
ſified than uſual, and I have paſſed theſe 
three months in a continual ſucceſſion of 
new ſcenes, The moſt 5 GYM IT : 
the fartheſt x part of my progreſs t 

> ſeat of Henenfius;” and am per- 
ſuaded you will not think my travels have 
been in vain, fince they afford me an op- 
Portunity of informing you, that our 
friend is in poſſaſſion of all that happi- 
nels which 65 am ſure you. Wich him. It 
18 is probable however, you have not yet 
heard that he's owes the chief part of it to | 
female merit fot his marriage was d 
cluded even before thoſe friends whoit 
moſt frequeni ty with him, "hat the lat 
ſuſpicion of his intentions. | But 'rhoupt 
he had ſome reaſons for "contealing bis 
deſigns, he. has none for being aſhamed 
of them now they are executed. I f 
not this from any haſty approbation, bt 
as having long khown and eſteemed the 
lady whom he has choſen: and as there is a 


Pleaſure in bringing two perſons of merit 
to 
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| Honwawera is of a good, ſtature 


perfectly well proportioned ; but ane can- 
not ſo properly; ſay her air is genteel, as 
that it, is pleaſing : for there is a certain 


unaffected careleſſneſs in her dreſs and 
mien that wins by degrees rather than 
ftrikes at firſt fight. If you were to look 
no farther than the upper part of her 
face, ann think her handſome ; 
a in the lower, yo : 


which; without any pretence to be called 


fine; 454 och an eee! livelineſs to' ; 


ere, or ſoon forget, all her fearures 


ther cheerfal Ae aud mere 
ctive than ſprightly. But the pripcißab 
and moſt diflinguiſhed faculties"of her 
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mode ow rover of which ſhe cant 2055 
a very clear and judicious account; as the 
is equally well verſed in all the princ 
characters And incidents of the moſt ap- 

| ſtage-compolitions. The mathe- 
mattes is not wholly a ranger. to her; 
and tho' ſhe did not think proper to pur- 
lues her enquiries of that kind, to any great 
length; yet the very uncommon: fucility 
with which ſhe entered into the reafon- 
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for it-is fram che virtues of her al. 

ſhe derives her moſt irrefiſtible 'clalt 
of N and unaffedeg, chrarfulnes 
gladdens her vivit breaſt; and enlivens that 
of NYT kn around her. Her beha- 
| "the injuries ſhe has received 
(for injuries even the blanicles H 
„„„„»ö˖öhI- !; ö 
tude of the moſt heroick patience; as ſhe 
firmly relied /that Providence would either 
put an end to her misfortunes, ar ſuppott 
her under them. And with that elevated 
hope ſhe, ſeemed. to; feel: leſs far-heiſelf, 
than for the unjuſt. and inhuman author 
of her ſufferings, generouſiy lamenting' t. 
ſee one, ſo nearly related to her, ſtand 
condemned 57 that ſevereſt and moſt ſigr 
nificant of ſentences, the united cepronches 
of ch. 2 8 od we 9 ci ny 


68 l a 9 4 a 


eee 2; 28. Fs 1 100 e. Petkch 


3 3 


gin ) H. x Ih sus, (is "at 


1 1938918 To 3 bo alle 197 5 0 5 
27 le * * 


. We A 
. F Th * 
: „ 6 8 , » 
5 , ** yt es, ADs; I 75 * : 
30 4 by "I 
PL N$ | 


mea ws 


and concern. I. was forry to-find-a nds 
thor, who ſeems ſo well qualified: to ſerve 
the cauſe of truth, emp Bie 

in fayour, af What pen u e ame 


indeed. | zat dhe p | 
of the caſt, who endeayounian 
vanes religion by. depreciating human na 
man nature. Methinks it would he ma 
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wind. This, at leaſt, was the 


— tepid 
its native dignity. The ingenious M 
Norris, L remember, recommends this pre- 
cept as ono of the beſt; perhaps, thatawas 
ever given to the world. May one not 
juſtly then be ſarpriſed to nd it 10 ſel- 


dom enforced in our modern fyſtems of 


?- To conſeſi the truth? Lum 
inclined to — 
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prineiphe, , which © remarkably dil 
guiſhes the preſent times, may fairly be at» 
tributed. to the humour of diſcarding this 
animating notion of our kind. It has been 
the faſhion to paint human nature in the 
harſheſt and moſt unpleaſing colours. Net 
chere is not, ſurely, any argument m. 


likely 40 induce a man-t6 der ens, 
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. neſt, when I. talked of quitting 


the {plendours of a court, and withdraws 


ing from thoſe gilded proſpects which am- 
bitian had once ſo ſtrongly ſet in my 
view? But my wN , you ſee, are not in 
ane gag which: are: made to 
ditated,/is now, at Job, happily. cxeouted, 
To ſay truth, my friend, the longer I'li- 


ved u the high ſcenes of action, tho more 
I was convinced that naue had not ſomm 


ed me for bearing a part in them: and 


though I was een | 


ways of the world as to believe J had ta- 
lents, as I was ſure I had inclination, to 


ſerve my country, yet every days conver- 
ſation contributed. n 
from that flattering deluſion. , 
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ſes it as 1 inciple, that there i 18 by ) ſtri- 
king ph. into the meaſures of any, 
without renpuncing either ones ſenſe. or 
ones integrity? And yet, as the wafld \þ 


i 
(in publick life I mean) without liſting 


under ſome or other of thoſe various ban- | 


ners, which diſtinguiſh the ſeveral corps 
in theſe our political warfares. To thoſe 


therefore who may have curiofity enough 
to enter into my concerns, and aſk a rea · 


fon for my quitting the town, 1 anſpyer 
in the words of the hiſtorian, Ciultari 


morum tædet pigetque. — But I am wan+ 


wr from the Lare of my, 


it: to follow woo ten af 
ys for I love my countr. too well to call 

you off from er 
her. a 
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14 indeed could a man hope, to ten 
x: ey divide our nation, who' 'profeſ. 
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whatT look upon to do'the — 
naments of the place; as indeed I do not 
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4 fa fpct wich diffeeent: Wers be S 
greens, many of which are of a ſpecies 
not very uſual in our country. This little 
plantation I have branched out into-vari- 
ous labyrinth-walks, which are all ter- 
minated by a finall temple in the centre. 
I have a double advantage from this arti- 
ficial wood; for it not only affords me a 
very ſhady retreat in ſummer, but, as it 
is fituated oppoſite to my library, ſupplies - 
me in winter with a perſpective ' . 
e e N 


WuaAr heightens my reliſh of this 
retirement, „ eee of my Cle» 
_ as indeed many of the beſt im- 
1 WE hive made in it; are ow- 

ing to hints which have received from 
her 


1 


taſte and judgment. She 
here; and has given it me in 
remind yon, that you have pt 
be ſo. As the buſineſs of Parliament is 


* 


now. drawing to a concluſion, I may urge 


rb without any imputations upon 


patriotiſm ; tho' -at the ſame” time I 


3 add, I make a very conſiderable ſa- 


crifice of private 1 whenever I re- 
ſign you for _ fake of the Pre A- 
dieu. I am 
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ence: ſo many leſſons of this kind are eve- 


ry moment forcing themſelves upon our 
obſervation, that it ſhould - ſeem ſcarce 
poſlible not to be well 
the various turns and diſpoſitions of the 
who are really adepts in this article, that 


to ſay of a man, be knows the world, is ge- 


e 
. zo . 


Tur reaſon, (perhaps, of the geen 


bs 1 knowledge, 


pede: 


acquainted with 
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knowledge, may ariſe from our judging 
too much by univerſal principles; Where- 
as there is a wonderful diſparity i in man- 
kind, and numberleſs characters txiſt 
which cannot pre be reduced to any 
regular and fixed ſtandard. Monſieur Paſ- 
s, that the greater fagntity any 
man poſſeſſes, the more originals he wi 


diſcern among his ſpecies; as it is the 5 = 


mark of Sir William Temple, that no na- 
ton under the ſun abou ads with fo nm 

as our own. Plutarch, if remember 
right, is of opinion that there is a Wider 
difference between the in 


creatures of a ſeparate order; while Mon 


tagne (who ſeems to have known human 


rature perfectly well) ſuppoſes the iftance- 
to be ſtill more remote, and aſſeris thay: 


widuals of our 
kind, than what is obſervable between 


the diſtinction — greater between 


e 


beaſt. tid. UL; irs; 2 art! PA Fi tart 
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Taz: „ 1 ak 
taken all the advantage they might of this 
infinite Fare of 1 human 


1515 | race. 
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dcr. A judiciors obſerver bf 'the yi 


Ale without having recourſe to thoſe 
'worn-out characters which are for-ever 
returning upon the ſtage, If I Were ac- 
quainted with any genius in this Clafs of 
writers, I think T could furniſfi Hrn With 
an original, which, if artfally'repreſerifed 


and connected with proper incidents, might 
be very ſucceſsfully introduced into come- 


dy. The perſon I have in view * try 
neighbour Stilotes, 1338 


att 


——— in his poll 2 | 


10 have good ſenſe and. a tolerable taſte | 
for letters; as he gained ſome reputation 
at the Univerſity in — exerciſes uſual at 
that place. But as ſoon as he was freed 
from the reſtraint of tutors, the natural 
reſtleſſneſs of his temper broke out, and 
he has never, from that time to this, ap- 
plicd himſelf for half an hour together d 
any ſingle purſuit. He is extremely aQive 
in his diſpoſition ; but his whole life i 
one inceſfant whirl of trifles, He fit, 
| perhaps,” with 2 Sa a 


FJ A ad tens BR to MD 


ſeſſed of an eſtate in Dorſetſhire, but that 1 
being the place where. his chief buſineſs | - 


TRE WRIST x 
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himſelf all the morning with bis gun; but 
before he has got half the length of a fi 
he recollecta that he owes a viſit which | 
muſt inſtantiy Pay accordingly his horſe 
is ſaddled and he ſets out. Hut in his way | 
he remembers that he has not given pro- 
per orders about ſuch a flower, and he 
muſt abſolutely return, or the whole axco- 
nomy of his nurſery will be ruined. Thus, 
in whatever action you find him engaged 
you may be ſure it is the very reverſe of 


what he propoſed. Vet with all this 


quickneſs of tranſition and vivacity of ſpi- 
rits, he is ſo indolent in every thing that 
has the ait of buſineſs, that he is at leaſt 
two or three: months before he can per- 
ſuade himſelf. to open any letter he re- 


tires: and from the ſame diſpoſition, he 


has ſuffered the dividends of bis ſtocks to 
run on for many years without receiving 
a ſhilling of the intereſt. Stilotes is pol- 


lies, he chooſes conſtantly to reſide with 
a relation near London. This perſon ſub- 


erer r company in 


H 2 * 
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look after his eſtate take care to ſupply 
hirn with ſufficient to anſwer thoſe two 


hopes that Stilotes will conſider him in 
his will, but it is more than poſlible, that 
he will never endure the fatigue of ſign- 
ing one. However, having here every 

thing provided for him but clothes and 
pocket money, he lives perfectly to his 
ſatisfaction, in full employment wirhout 
any real buſineſs; and ' while | thoſe +who 


articles, he is entirely unconcerned as to 
all the reſt : though when he is diſpoſed to 
appear more than ordinarily important 
he will'yery gravely harangue upon the 
roguery of "ſtewards, and complain that 
his rents will ſearce maintain him in pow - 


deer and (hot Half the partridge ſeaſon! I 


Mort, Stilotes is one of the mòſt extraor- 
dinary compounds of indolence and acti 
vity that I ever met with; and a I En¹6 
you have a taſte for 3 eſe 
you with his character as a 3 

rits a Place in N : le Adi 
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o you is to think that I all 
el 0 the preſcription you ſent 
me, ſince I have ſcarce had the manners 
even to thank you for it? I muſt confeſs I 
have neglected to honour my pbyfician with 
the honour due unto him; that is, I have 
omitted, not only what I ought to have 
performed in good breeding, but what I 
am expreſly enjoined by my Bible. I am 
not, however, entirely without excuſe; 
a filly one, I own; nevertheleſs it is the 
truth. have lately been a good deal out 
of ſpirits. But at length the fit is over. 
Amongſt che number of thoſe things which 
are wanting to ſecure me from a return of 
it, I muſt always reckon the company of 
my friend. 1 have indeed frequent occa- 
ſion for you: not in the way of your 
profeſſion, but in a better; in the way of 
friendſhip. There is a healing quality in 


* 
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medicine of life. It is a medicine, which 


thoſe few friends whom I pretend or de- 
know, I am not much inclined to 


cluded from ſociety as if I were a your ner 


une belle cboſe: mais il y a plaiſir d avair 
a aer es ur nens 3 bes Ani 


often wiſh to be alone; and that I may, 
on one of thoſe hours which you: defire 


am, &c. 


that intercourſe, which a certain author 
has, with infinite propriety, termed. the 


unluckily lies almoſt wholly out of my 
reach ; fortune having ſeparated me from 


fire to claim. General acquaintances; * 


vate; ſo that I am at preſent as much ſe- 


in a firange land. Though retirement is my 
dear delight, yet upon ſome occaſions, 1 
think I have too much of it; and I agree 
with Balzac, que la ſolitude eft certainement 


dire de tems en tems, que la ſolitude eff unt 
belle choſe. But I muſt not forget, that a 
I ſometimes want company, you may as 


perhaps, be at this inſtant breaking in up- 


to enjoy without interruption, I will only 
detain you t whilſt I add, be 


LE N. 
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Wow ere — r 
is agreeable to thoſe reſined principles 
which have ever influenced your conduct. 
A man of your elegant notions of integrity 
will obſerve the ſame delicacy with reſpect 
to his ions, as Czfar did with re- 
gard to his wife, and refuſe all commerce 
with perſons even but of ſuſpected honour. 
It would not, indeed. be doing juſtice to 
Mezentins, to t him in that num- 
ber, for though his hypocriſy has preſerved 
to him ſacne few friends, and his immenſe 
wealth draws after him many followers, 
the world in general are by no means di- 


vided in their Ratinents concerning him. 


Bur whilſt you can have h picture 


from ſo many better hands, why are you 
1 H 4 deſirous 


* 
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deſirous of ſeeing it by mine? It is a pain- 
ful employment to contemplate human 
nature in its deformities; as there is no- 
thing, perhaps, more difficult than to/exe- 
cute a pourtrait of the characteriſtical kind 
with ſtrength and ſpirit. However, ſince 
you have aſſigned me the taſk, Ido not 
think myſelf at liberty to refuſe it; eſpe- 
cially as it / is your intereſt to ſee him deli- 
a _ true eval 0 ot 1 


nie 5 4 Catlline, affects the i integrity a ad 
patriotiſm of a Cato. Liberty, juſtice, and 
honour, are words which he knows per- 
fectly well how to apply with addreſs; F 
and having them always ready upon pro: 
per occaſions, he conceals the blackeſt pur- 
poſes under the faireſt appearances, For 
void, as in truth he is, of every worthy 
principle, he has too much policy not ta 
pretend to the nobleſt; well knowing. that 
counterfeit virtues are the moſt ſucceſs! u 
vices. It is by arts of this kind, that not- 
with ſtanding he has ſhewn' himſelf unre- 


Oey by the moſt facred e 


LIB/F TEN XXII. 10g 
of ſociety, | and uninfluenoed by the moſt 
tender affections of nature, he has all 
been able to retain ſome degree of ce. 
dit in che world : for he never - faorls 
fices his honour to his intereſt, that he 
does not, in ſome leſs conſiderable, but 
more open inſtance, make a conceſſion of 
his intereſt to his honour; and thus, while 
he ſinks his character on one ſide, very 
artfully raiſes it on the other. Accord. 
ingly, under pretence of the moſt ſcru- 
delicacy of conſcience, he lately re- 
figned a poſt which he held under my 
lord Godolphin; when at the fame timo 
he was endeavouring, by the moſt ſhame⸗ 
leſs artifices and jv A to keep a friend 
of mine out of the poſſeſſion of an eſtate, 
to which, by all the laws of honour and 
9 he had a _ indiſputable right. 


Bur wil you not ſuſpect that I am * 
deſcribing | a phantom of my own imagi- 

nation, when I tell you after this that he 
has erected himſelf into a reformer of © 
manners, and is ſo in judiciouſly officious 
28 to draw the enquiry of the world * 
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his on morals by attempting to expoſe 
the defects of others. A man who ven- 
tures publickly to point out out the ble- 
miſhes of his contemporaries ſhould at 
leaſt be free from any uncommon ſtain = 
himſelf, and have nothing ram n 
dark in the complexion of his owh 
vate character. But MzzzxnTzvs, | 
fatisfied with being vitious, has at length 
determined to be ridiculous ; and after ha- 
ving wretchedly ſquandered his youth and 
his patrimony in riot and diſſoluteneſe, is 
| ——— miſpending his old age in 
meaſuring impotent ſyllables, and dealing 
e Farewell. Tarn, Cn. 
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ur » patkege you, quote: is entirely in 
my ſentiments. Tags both wi 
| that celebrated author and yourſelf, that 
our oratory. is by. no means in a ſtate. of 
Perfecta. and, tho it has much firength 
and that it may yet be renc 75 0 
far more poliſhed and affecting. 
growth indeed of eloquence, even. 5 
countries where ſhe hed maſt, has 
ever been exceedingly flow. Athens had 
been in poſſeſſion of all the other polite 
improvements, long before her pretenſions 
to the perſuaſive arts were in any degree 
tonſiderable; as the earlieſt orator of note 
among the Romans did not appear ſooner 
than about a | century before * ö 


Taar 1 perſuaſion, tak- 
ing notice of this remarkable circum- 


ſtance, aſſigns it as an evidence of the ſu- 143 
19 periour 
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riour difficulty of his favourite art. Poſ- 
fibly' there may be ſome truth in the ob- 
ſervation : but whatever the cauſe be, the 
fact, I believe, is undeniable. Accordingly 
eloquence has by no means made equal 
advances in our own country, with her 
fiſter arts; and though we have ſeen ſri 
excellent poets, and a few good painter 
riſe up amongſt ns, yet T know not whe- | 
ther our nation can ſupply us with a fin- 


gle Orator of deſerved eminence, ' One 


cannot but be ſurprized at this, when it is 
conſidered, that we have a profeſſion Tet 

art for the purpoſes of perſuaſion; and 
'which not only affords the moſt animat- 
ing. and intereſting topicks of rhetotick, 
but wherein à talent of this kind would 
prove the likelieft, perhaps, of any other 
to obtain thoſe ambitions prizes which | 


uccefful progreſs of of antient elbe. 1 


"Lone the otincipal defects of our 
Engliſh orators, their general diſregard of 
harmony has, I think, been the leaſt ob- 
ſerved. It would be injuſtice indeed to 
. deny 


| 


LET T:BiRi 2 my 
deny that we have ſotne pe 1 k 
this kind amongſt us, W — 
but it muſt be acknowledged at the fame 
time, that it is more the effect af accij-· 
| dent than: deſign, and rather a I OF. 

the power of our gy 9 chan af the. 
art of aan Oren to we 


Dx, "Tillotſon, ho is hs ky : 


tioned as 1 carried this ſpecies ; bf 
eloquence to its higheſt pe tfection, ſeern 
to have had no ſort. of 599 0 of! rheto- 
rical we 1 and may 1 ns, Oron- 


it would ba more eh to break out, than 
in celebrating departed merit: * et the two | 
ſermons, which he preached upon the 
death, of Dr, Gooch, and Den 
are as cold and languid. 


uo LE T T * R XXIV] 
but regret that he, — widiiah 
noble and generous ſentiments, | ſhould 
_ want the art of ſotting them off with all 
the advantage they deſerve ;' that the Sub. 
limei4in- morals: ſhould” not be attemdel 
with a ſuitable elevation. of language. Ie 
truth however is, his words are frequently 
Ml choſen, and almoſt always ill placed; 
His Periods are both tedious and unhar- 
monious; as his metaphors are” genetally 
mean, and often idiculous. It were ealy 
to produce numberlefs inſtances in fup 
2 aſſertion, b rr in his {er | 
when ſhe was — of Den he 
talks of fqucezing a parable, thrufing re- 
ligion' by, driving a ſtrict bargain with 
God, ſhorking ſhifts, bee. and ſpeaking of 
the” day of judgment, he deſerſbes the 
: world as cracking abbur our drr. Tee 
not however dut acknowledge, in juſtibe 
to the oratorical character of tis moſt 
valitable relate, har there is à noble fim- 
plicity in ſome few of his ſermdms; 


his" excellent diſcourſe on 


et 
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ſerves hr os ve puck op 
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oy be, to think at firſt view, that this- 
« parable was overdone, and wanted ſome- 
« thing of a due decorum ; it being hardly | 
1c credible, that a man, after he had been ſe 50 
* mercifully and generouſly dealt rid | 
« as upon his humble requeſt to have ſo 
% huge a debt ſo freely forgiven, ſhould, 
« whilſt the memory of ſo much mercy 
— upon him, even in the very 
ti next moment, Aunale his fellow-ſervant, .. 
% who'had made the fame humble re 
tt 1 7 0 \ he. | 
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to have been —— — ? 
miſerably looſe and dijointed, | 


reer arm bona 


; throws 1 22 cio. 


ment; as chocs wonderful effects, which 
ne e 
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. chanting rhetorick : 
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; v u that T'att wn 
too much to the — of numerous 
dompoſition; when ' 70 retollect the 
inftance which Tully produtes of fte 
wonderful effect. He informs us; you 
may remember, in one of his rhetorical 
treatiſes, that he was himſelf a witneſs 
of its influence a Catbo was oer E- 

ranguing to the people. When that ora- 
tor pronounced the following 8 
putris Gcdum ſapiens, temeritas li en- 
fribavit; it was aſtoniſhing, ſays he; to 


obſerve the general applauſe which ffl- 


are certain, —— think the wich of 

it confiſted in the dichoree with which t 
——— for Dice _ 5 | 
uf the fil cafue hd teen hung Li 
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ech and the words placed i in a different. 
order, their whole effect een 
been abſolutely deſtroyed. 2 mid 11 
„9001 A9 WUOAIS A Hu Hunt 
| Teng art was fiſt introduced 2 

the Greeks by Thraſymach 

ſomis of the admireis o — iſh 
ted che invention to that orator. t doe 
not appear to have been obſerved by the 
Rotnans till near the times of Tully, and 
even then it was by no means univerſally 
received. The cient and leſs numerous 

manner of compoſition, had ſtill 
admiters, who were 1 
antiquity as to adopt her very defecte. 
ffpofition of the ſame kind, mayft per- 
„prevent it being received Witi g 
ke the archbiſhop ſhall maintain 
his authority as an orator; it is not uo be 
expected that any great advancement 
will be made in this ſpecies of. eloquenda“ 
That ſtrength of underſtanding lilæewwiſtʒ 
and ſolidity of reaſon which is ſo eminent 
ly our national characteriſtick, ny add 

fore ing to che difficulty of 'reev 
* kind; as at firſt 
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| a fixed and invariable rule, that it a 

never appear the effect of labour in the 
— tandfil Bohr bf hiv) 


 riods muſt always ſeem the caſual reſult 
of their diſpoſition; -and that it is the 
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b joyful a feftiyal 


ili” 1 pleaſure in tracing 
back that ſtream to its riſe, which has 
coloured all my ſucceeding days with hap- 


pineſs ; as my Cleora, was at 
that very inſtant, oyer in her 
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own mind, thoſe many moments CT "of 
calm ſatisfaQtion” which the has derived 
from the ſame ſource. ; IF? 
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moſt valuable enjoy nents. As I imagine 

ed Teraminta wor Ia by this ti dige be with 
you, I had a view to het ae in 
the compoſition ; and I. difire Job would 
let her know I hope he will ſhew e. 
at my return, to what advantage t 


ordinary numbem will appear when 1 di- 
1 with a fir wojce and 
inert, A BET TER 6. wht 


| bs 5 MUST not FRY to wi 5004 it w 
in your, favourite groye, which We haye 
fo often traverſed together, chat Ji indyl : 
muyſelf in theſe, pleaſing reveries; . as. jt 
was not, you axe to ſuppaſe, without ha- 
ying firſt invoked the Genius of the plact, 
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Warte ſuch are the ſentiments 25 1 
1 entertain of my Cleora, can I find m 
ſelf obliged | to be thus diſtant from her, 
without the hi igheſt regret ? „The truth, 
believe me, is, 7 both the company. 
and the ſcene herein J am engaged, are 
extremely agreeable, yet I find a vacaney.- 
in my happineſs, which, none but you. 
. thoſe. who have re- 
commended thele l itle ſeparations as nes 
ceſſary to revive the languor, of the mar- 
ried ſtate, hays ill underſtood its moſt ce. 
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when a pineſs of this kind was con- 

whe 4 bu 

ſupreme: bleſſing. of human Jife.” 
member when I was in 1s 7 oh 
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ſeveral 'comjugal inſcript 


pu 
which, inſtead of running out into a pom 
pous panegyric upon the virtues of the de- 


higheſt glory, glory, peſts the 


ceaſed, mentioned fingly, as the moſt ſig- 


nificant of encomiums, how many r 
the parties had lived together in 
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afford the moſt remarkable examples; © 


and it is an obſervation of one of their 
writers, that, notwithſtanding diyoros | 
might very eaſily be obtained 
them, their republick had ſubſiſted many 
centuries before there was «ſingle i 


of that (privilege ever having been Xe 


faſhionable: I may! er i the preſent 
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generation, I might have been kept in 
countenance in a former q and by thoſe 
too, who had as 
and good ſenſe as one uſaally 

in this. —But affections which are found- 
ett in truth and nature ſtand not in need 
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VViag over the records of paſt ages, 
and tracing our conſtitution fromm ita ν 
through all its ſeveral periode; I ſome- 
times amuſe myſelf with reviewing cere 
tain annals of an humbler kind, and con+ 
ſidering the various turns and revolution 
that have happened in the ſentiments and 
affections of thoſe with whom I have 
been moſt connected, A hiſtory of this 
ſort is not indeed fo ſtriking as that which 
exhibits kings and heroes to our view 
but may it not be contemplated, en 
with more private aden s 


METHINK8 nnn 
imbitter d againſt thoſe who differ from 
us in principle or praQtice, were we of. 
tener to refloct how frequently we have 
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che. It was but yeſterday hat Lucius, 
#hbm 1 once knew a yery order 
fot the moſt eee 


Faith, was arguing with equal er ky 
vehemence on the principles of Deiſtn 3 as 


Bathillus, who ſet out in TEN 


San that, nean was ever written, 
The truth is, a man muſt either have paſ- 


ſed his whole life without refleRing, or 
his thoughts muſt have run in a very limit- 


many remarkable revolutions e 
Tur fame kind of inconſtancy is W- 


in our purſuits of 1 


well as truth: thus our friend C 
| whom we both remember in che f forty 
part of his life, enamoured of every 
face he met, and enjoying every 4.4 
he cculd purchaſe, has at laſt collacted 
| this diffuſive flame into a ſingle point, and 
cauld not-be-terapted- to commit an ititi- 
— — tho' a ſorm 1 
beautiful as the Venus of Apellea wai'to 

core his embrace : whilſt Apemanthes, 
1 on 
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e 94k 
Wa knows, Palemon, whether 
this humour of moralizing, which, as 
often tell me, fo ſtrongly marks'my 
rater, may not wear out in time; and he 
ſucceeded by a brighter and more lively 
vein ? Who en but I may court 
again the miſtreſs Ire forſaken; and tip 
at laſt in the arms of ambition? Clear, 


at leaſt; who frequently rallies ine upon 
that fever of my youth, affures me Jam 
only in the intermiſſion of a fit, which. 
will certainly return. But though there 
may be ſome excuſe, perhaps, in enchang - 
ing our follies or our errors, there can be 
none in reſuming thoſe we have once 
happily quitted: ere 
very injadicious ſportſman, hc can be 
e e fields again, 
which have eyer diſappvinted 27 og 
game, Firewall Jam, * mer 
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cer as one ought, and yet et be filent 
under its influence ? 1 can Wich ſtii 


truth ſay of 2 What n ; poet dd 
to à circle where that gr 


was preſent, and finding ES - & 1 
at length by all the reſt of the comb 
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40 for Plato is himſelf an audience.” 


TavE fame, indeed, 3 
gift than in the poſſeſſion of numbers,. « 
it is only in the diſpoſal of the wiſe and 
the. | But i both thoſe quali 


cat ops muſt concur to give n to a 
cat g A ons + vote 
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vote of this kind, how little reaſon has 


an author tp be either de 
by gong 2 75 ure or app 


Tux triumphs ; of genius * . Joe « like 


thoſe of „ the meaneſt 
captive made a part of the pomp, as. 
as the nobleſt. It is not the  multitug 
but the dignity of thoſe that compoſe Ber 
followers, that can add any thing to her 
real glory; and a ſingle attendant may. 
often render her more truly illu 

than a whole train of common ac 

I am ſure at leaſt, — 
drawing after me vulgar acclamations, 


and whit 1 have the hapiels 1 ej 
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Latin language, that ſhe is obligedito ul 
the ſame word as a mark for two fuck 
different ideas, | „ OW DEL 
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ception ; a 
gan aa that rh ty of its 


properties, enſemble 
inſtinct. e . 


to ſay, 2 Sir Iſaac per 1 his 

good · ſenſe, by thoſe andzivg} 5 8 | 

which He made in natural plffoſoph : 
operatiom of f this gift of heaveh are füther 
58 * — the kek of any tel 
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N Ir En d deb poffibly;. chat this 
quality Oß, Ahe mind is not ſo often: found 
united with learning as one could with: for 
good-ſenſe - accuſtomed to receiye 
her diſvoveries without: labour of 9 4 
which eng pace ſta | 
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require much pains and, er Ion jt 0 
, Berri <0 1 „Poti * 
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Bur though | &-ſenſe; is nat. n dle 

number, nor always, it muſt be be owned, 

in the company of the fciences ; yet i it 
. n 
ſerved) - „ JH B 100 7 
— h co the fe al 7 


Rectitude of underſtanding is 0 

moſt uſeful as well as the aſt noble of 
Human endowments, as it is the” foe- 
reign guide and director in every | 
of civil and ſocial intercourſe, | 


"Upon Radha ES * | 
ing faculty i 18 exerted, it 1s always * oa to 
Tt Wi diſtinguiſhed eminence ; bit its 
chief and peculiar province ſeems 0 8 
the commerce of the world. 8350 
2 obſerve, that thoſe wh o have 6on- 


bye kr than Steph 5 
{fs this happy talent with ſuperiour per- 
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fection: fot good ſenſe, though it cannot 
be acquired, may be improved: and the 
world, I believe, will ever be found to' 
afford the moſt Ki y Wil for its" cultiva- 
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| optnion of his abilities, than what" you had 
| before conceived: and fince it Has (raiſed 
yourcuriolity to know mycſentirrientsef his 
character ; you ſhall haye them ride ul 
"that Ln aro 3 may Jaht erke, 
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\thes as po oſſeſſed of the molt extraordinary 
; "talents : 7 his talents u ale of a nd, 


| occaſions. They ate fot med for the feel 
depths of buſine&'and. affalte i but Abo- 
| lonly out of all ſize for the ſhallows'ofor- 
dinary life, In circ es that {require 
the moſt profound reaſonings, in inci· 
dents that demand the moſt penettating 


n there — would * 
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uſeful ar;agreeable i in, the daily, 00 ak whe 


| hon co wweaws yas Tim —_— 
=_ 


with ſupreme luſtre. Bat view him in 
any ſituation inferiour tq theſe; place him 


where he cannot raiſe admiration, and b 


he will coſt probably digk into contempt. 


_ Cleanthes, in ſhort, wants nothing but the 
addition of certain minute accom Pa | 
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of the world, thoſe, great abilities which 
he PETS lie unobſerved or ee 

Hes. os; a gives one occa 2 
to reflect how neceſſary it is to be maſter 
of a ſort of under- qualities, in order to ſet 
off and recommend thoſe of a ſuperiour 
nature. To know how to deſcend. with 


grace and eaſe into ordinary occaſions, and | 


to fall in; with the leſs important 


and purpoſes of mankind, is an art of 


more general influence, perhaps, rs 
was Ons, 1. lis 


1 ee ee 
the world, I ſhould certainly endeavour 
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to cultivate in him theſe ſecondary quali- 
fications ; aud train him up to an addreſs 
in thoſe lower arts, which render a mah 
agreeable in cohverſation, or uſeful to the 
Innocent pleaſures and accommodations of 
"life, A A general {kill and taſte of this kind | 


4 ces, T believe, 
the world, n mch ae 


capacity without them, T am, & OEM 
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ſbire, where | beg been paying a viſit, to 
a friend, who the waters at 


Sunnin g-hill. $5 one of my morning 
rides over that delightful country, I acci- 


which afforded me _— agrecable medi- 
tation; as in times to come, perhaps, it 


will be viſited by the lovers of the polite 


arts, with as much veneration as Virgil's 
tomb, or any other celebrated ſpot 
tiquity. The place I mean is Binfield, 
| where the poet to whom I am indebted 

(in common with every reader of taſte) for 


ſo much exquiſite entertainment, ſpent | 


the earlieſt part of his youth. I will not 


ſcruple to confeſs that I looked upon 


the ſcene where he planned ſome of thoſe 
beautiful performances which firſt recom- 


7 yiRba9gI9t aer min nr 95 163 a 


r ERM 


ns To a Qz.9.N —_— ets 99198 
© rote *# bas Z tik ay 2, 4 


dentally paſſed through a little village, 


of an- 


K 4 Amended , 


8 


— — 
1 


* 5 4 
* 
A N . 2 — E 
e 
r — — 
— 3 — 


136 L. ET TER xxx. 
mended him to the notice of the world, 
with'a degree of enthuſiaſm and could 

not hut conſider the ground as ſacred that 
was impreſt with the footſteps of — 
that undoubtedly does the enen 


to dor age and vation. HCI AK8 
iro. of ON; $1 
T wi Givatic: of ark in which I 
found myſelf upon this occaſion, ſuggeſted | 
to my remembrance a paſſage in Tully, 
which I thought I never fo thoroughly 
entered into the ſpirit of before. That 
noble author, in one of his'philo! 
converſation-pieces, introduces his friend 
Atticus as obſerving the pleaſing effect 
which ſcenes of this nature are wont to 
have upon one's mind: Mouemur enim 
(fays* that polite Roman) neſeio”quo Path 
leis Tþfis, in quibus ebrum 205 diligimut 
aut admiramur adfunt veftigia. © Nie . 
dem ipſee ille noſtre Atbenæ, non lum bþt- 
ribus magniſcit exquifitifque antitortin 
arti bus delectant, quam recordatione” 
morum virorum, ubi quiſqut bobitars," abi 
there, ubi putare ft lla. e 
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Tuvus, yon ſees I eould defend myſelf 
by an example of great authority, were. 
in danger upon this occaſion of beingiridi+ 
culed as a romantick viſienary. But Lam 
too well acquainted with the refined ſenti - 
ments of Orontes, to be under any apprs ; 
henſion he will condemn the impreſſions 
I have here acknowledged. On the con- 
trary, I have often heard you mention 
with approbation a circumſtance of this 
kind which is related of Silius Italicus. 
The annual ceremonies which that poet 
performed at Virgil's ſepulchre, gave you 
a more favourable opinion of his taſte, you 
confeſſed, than mw 1 e 1 
able to raiſe. 2 378 tis 1 


ire d „ 
names of antiquity have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by the high reverence they 
ſhewed. to the poetical character. Scipio, 
you may remember, deſired to be laid in 
the ſame tomb Wich Ennibs ; and Iam 
inclined to pardon that ſucceſsful madman 
Alexander, many of his.extr: 7a, 
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wry Gogular talent, far highatiri che. 
mation of the world in Sener than that 
ho excel in any other of the reſined art. 
And accordingly we find that poets hey 
been diſtinguiſned by antiquity with the 
moſt remarkable honours, Thus Homer, 
we ate told, was deificd at Smyrna; 
"the citizens of Mytelene ſtamped: 
image of Sappho upon their — | 
Anacteon received a folemn invitation io 
ßend his days at Athens, and Hippar- 
chus, the ſon of Piſiſtratus, fitted but 2 
1. ſendid veſſel in order to tranfport him 
thither: and when Virgil care into the 


theatre at Rome, the whole audience 
roſe up and faluted him with" the fame 


e himſelf. ec den ny 
| R411. 70-266 NY | 
1 70 ParvrinG, one ſhould I imagine den 


the faireſt pretenſions of rivalling her 
ſiſter- 
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while thoſe of the former have x 
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gſter · art in the number of admirers 3 and 
yet, where Apelles is mentioned qe, 
Homer is celebrated a thouſand times. 
Not can this be aceounted for by utging 
that the works of the latter are ſtil} exranc, 


Jong fine: for is not Milton's Paradiſe 


_ bſt mote ee ART nen, 


e — ee bel 


Tur worth, 8 eee 
who are natural judges of the harmony of 


numbers, than of the grace of proportians. 


One meets with but few who baye nat, 


in ſome degree at leaſt, a tolerable ear; but 


a judicious eye is a far more uncammon 
poſſeſſion. For as words are the uniyer- 


ſal mediums which all men employ in 


order to convey their ſentiments to each 
other; it ſeems a juſt conſequence that 
they ſhould be more generally formed for 
reliſhing and judging of performances i in 
that way: whereas the art of conveying i- 
deas by means of lines and eolours, lies more 
out A dhe road of common uſe, and is 


| 2  therek e 
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therefore leſs adapted to the taſte of the 
ne 4 1% 


I HAZARD thisohſervation, in the hopes 
of drawing from; you your ſentiments upon 
a ſubje&, in which no man is more qua- 
lified to decide; as indeed it is to the con- 
verſat jon of Orontes that I am indebte 
for 70 diſcovery of many refined delice- 
cies in the imitative arts, which, without 
his judicious aſſiſtance, would have lain 
concealed to me with other compu 05 
5 | Adieu. 1am, 1 279 
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| 26s upon e every 45 arte 1 Ive 
1 not ſome communication with my 
Cleora, as, a day loft ; and I take up my 
pen eyery afternoon to wri te to you, as 
regulary as I drink my tea, or 115 r MANY 


the like 1 important article of my li 


1 FREQUENTLY bleſs the N art 
that affords me a means of conveying my- 
ſelf to you at this diſtance, and by an caſy 
kind of magic, thus tranſports me to your 
parlour at a time when I could not gain ad- 
mittance by any other method. Of all peo- 
ple in the world indeed, none are more ob- 
liged to this paper commerce than friends 
and lovers. It is by this they elude in 
ſome degree the malevolence of fate, and 
can enjoy an intercourſe with each other 
though the 4 themſelves ſhould riſe up 


9 between 
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between them. Even this imaginary pars 
ticipation of your {gciety' is fat more 
pleaſing to me, than the real enjoyment 
of any other converſation'the whole World 
could ſupply. The truth is, I have loſt all 
reliſhi for any but yours; and if I were 
_ Invited to an aſſembly of all the Wies f 
the Auguſtan age, or all the heroes that 
Plutarch has celebrated, I ſhould neither 
have ſpirits nor curioſity to be of the party. 
Yet with all this indolence or indiffer NCe 
about me, I would take a voyage as 
the pole to ſup with Cleora' on a lettuce, 
or only to hold the bowl while ſhe mixed 
the Hilabub. Such happy evenings Ie d 
Knew ah Cleora! will they never LY 
wen?” bs. 
M i. N a7 Md 44 LT 
N ee gt $14 ant 
Ws "Ir omen 
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To Bvrnzon 2-090: Wk to 


AT bo yes oP SITY 4} be 


£09 bas l Dy Apoſition of mad j 
this letter may find you; but Tam 
fure you will not your uſuak 
chearfulneſs of temper when I tell . 
that poor Hydaſpes died laſt night. | 
4 arr; $07 

1 WILL, not at this time attempt to 

0 n to you, . of which. 2 
I land! in ſo much need myſelf. But may 
nething abate the. anxiety, of | 
our mutual grief, to reflect, that how 


ever conſiderable our own loſs is, yet with 
reſpeR to himſelf, it ſcarce deſerves to be 
lamented that he arrived ſo much earlier 
at the grave than his years and health 
ſeemed to promiſe. For who, my friend, 
that has any nce of the world, 
would wiſh to extend his duration to old 
age? what indeed is length of days but to 
ſurvive all one's enjoyments, and, perhaps, 


L 


10 8, 1718. 


1 


TTT A 
* . 


The thought is conceived with. great 4 
cacy and Bude as there c per- 


While the impreſſions remain freſh upon 


hopes and chill the warmeſt ambition - 
When one ſees a perſon in the full bloom of 


aa 
i" 
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to ſurvive even one's very {elf} I have ſome- 


where met with an ancient inſcription 
founded upon this ſentiment, which in- 
finitely pleaſed me. It was fixed upon 2 
bath, and contained an imprecation in the 
following terms, againſt any one Who 
ſhould attempt to remove the bui 


3 7 * 


sus. loc. $vsTVLERIT 
AVT. IVSSERIT. 4227 
s voR VN. MORIATYE, 


haps, be a ſharper calamity to a gens 

mind, than t6 ſee itſelf Rand fin; plank 
the ruins of whatever rendered the world 
moſt defirable.”. STS 430084 "Ihe 


& * 14 FI. 35 


{Jn a the on Tam 10 


the mind, are ſufficient to Amp 


life, thus deſtroyed by one ſudden blaſt 
one cannot but conſider all the diſtant 


ſchemes of mankind as the higheſt fal. 


Ir 


/ 
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Ir is amazing; indesd that a, craature | 
uch as man, with ſo many mematials 
around him of the ſhortneſs of his duration, 
and who, eannot enſure: to himſelf gven = 

the next mometit, ſhould yet plan deſigus 
which run far into futurity. The hUH- 
neſs however of life muſt be carried , 
and it is neceſſary for the purpoſes of hu- 

man affairs, that Wanne ſhould reſolutely 


act upon very precarious contingencies. 
Too much n therefore, is as in- 


conſiſtent with the appointed meaſures of 
our ſtation, as too. little z and thate cannot 
be a leſs defirable tum of mind, than one 
that is influenced by an over-refined. phi- 
loſophy. At leaſt it is by conſideratians of 
this ſort, that I endeavour to call off my 
thoughts from purſuing too earneſtly thoſe 
un whictthebeoaſion of this" 25 
15 may juſtly make of the preſent x6 ny 
dent, that whilſt i it contract. the circle of 
Papa aug us who yer. wil 
within i Us: ua ; Adieu. 1 am, &c. 5 
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7 CAN. 
1 Feb. 6, 1509, 
ov will give me up, I doubt, as a 

correſpondent of incorrigible in- 


dolence, and tell me in Bong language of 
Horace, 


Sic rard ſeribi s, ut toto non gan ann 
Membranam Poſes EM 


You will reprove me, 90 fs giving 
ſo little encouragement to the. paper-ma- 
nufacture, and remind me that I ought to 


write oftener, if not for the fake of my 
friend, at leaſt to promote the trads oh my 


E oth 

+ CAN, DER up, you fee, 4 
againſt myſelf with great eaſe; bat the 

difficulty of the taſk would be how to an- 

ſwer it. There indeed I muſt honeſtly | 

acknowledge myſelf at a loſs: and Trutb 

| 1 not one word to Pye in my be- 


1 
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half, I muſt apply to Fiction, that ready 
advocate of guilt, to ſapport my cauſe. 
Imagine therefore that ſome evil demon 
had conveyed away my pen, or ſome en- 
vious enchantreſs had bound my hands. 
Imagine that I have been deceived by ſome 
airy viſion, and fancied I had wrote letters 
and received anſwers which in reality I 
never did. Imagine in ſhort whatever 
you pleaſe, but that Iam in any dne 
leſs than the Fon. ras our dec. | 


(648) 


45 


LETTER XIV. 


To Puter. 


ting. 3. 4720 26. 


IL vou, Philotes, that you have hi- 
therto received, but little ſatis faction from 
thoſe noble ſpeculations wherein you are 


employed, Truth (to uſe the expreſſion 


« of the excellent Mr. Wollaſton) is the 
ec offspring of unbroken meditations and 
* thoughts often reviſed and corrected,” 
It requires indeed great patience and reſo- 
lution to diſſipate that cloud of -darknek 
which ſurrounds her ; or (if you will allow 
me togo to an old philoſopher for.my al- 
luſion) to draw her up from that pro- 
found well in which ſhe lies concealed. 


. 7 : = 


Tuxxx is, however, ſuch a general 
connection in the operations of nature, 
_ even of a ſingle truth, 


pens the way to numberleſs others; and 


hen nc the mind has hit upon a right 


ſeen t, 


x Tit not! r 


fllible likewiſe in their operat 
| ” 3 : not 


quiries in vain: 


Canes ut montivage * fora 3 


Naribus inventunt intectas frunde quietes, . 
Cum ſemel inſtiterunt veſtigia certa viai: 
Sic aliud ex alio per te tute ipſe videre.. 


in rebus poteris, cacaſque latebras 


wy omnes, et verum protrabere inde. 


Lockkr. 5 


II 4 be 3 nevertheleſs, that, 


after having exerted all our ſagacity and 
induſtry, we ſhall ſcarce arriye at certainty 
in many ſpeculative truths. Providence 
does not ſeem to have intended that we 


ſhould ever be in poſſeſſion of demonſira- 
tive knowledge, beyond a very limited 


_ compaſs ; though at the ſame time it can- 
not be ſuppoſed, without the higheſt in- 
juſtice to the beneyolent author of our 


natures, that he has left any neceſſary 
truths without evident notes of diſtin- 
ction. But while the powers of the mind 
are thus limited in their extent, and greatly 


F 
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ſcent, ſne cannot wholly nr. ber en 


is it 
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_ tempt? Is it not amazing that a creature 


: only belong to much ſuperior beings, and 


£ fection alone? Surely the greateſt. arro- 


down with all the inſolent ſuperiority of 


ſite concluſions. 


' dent than that our intellectual faculties? are 


eren to our ſenfitive powers; and though 
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not amazing, Philotes, that mankind 
ſhould inſult each other for difference in 
opinion, and treat every notion that op- 
poſes their own, with obloquy and con- 


with talents ſo precarious and circumſcribed, 
ſhould uſurp that confidence which can 


claim a deference which is due to per- 


gance that ever entered into the human 
heart, is that which'not only pretends to 
be pofitive itſelf in points wherein the beſt 
and the wiſeſt have diſagreed, but looks 


contemptuous pity on thoſe, whoſe impar- 
tial reaſonings have led them. into Re 


"THERE is nothing, perhaps, more evi- 


not formed by one general ſtandard ; and 
conſequently that diverfity of opinion 1 


of the very eſſence of our natures, It 
ſeems probable that this diſparity extends 


we 


LETTER XXXV. 1531 
we agree indeed in giving the ſame names 
to certain viſible appearances, as white= 
neſs, for inſtance, . to ſnow ; yet it is by 
no means demonſtration, that the parti- 
cular body which affects us with that ſen- 

 fation, raiſes the ſame preciſe idea in any 
two perſons who ſhall happen to contem- 
plate it together. Thus I have often 
heard you mention your youngeſt daugh- 
ter as being the exact counter- part of 
her mother: now ſhe does not appear 
to me to reſemble her in any ſingle fea- 
ture. To what can this diſagreement in 
our judgments be owing, but to a difference 
in the ſtructure of our organs of fight? 

yet as juſtly, Philotes, might 2 
me for your friend, and look upon me 
with contempt for not diſcovering a ami 
litude which appears ſo evident to your 
eyes; as any man can abuſe or deſpiſe 
another for not apprehending the force of 


that argument which Carries en to 


| his own underſtanding, _. 


| 
Harvey had it den for the peace of 
the 9 84. our maintainers of ſyſtems 
de Wy" 6 either 
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either in religion or politicks Nokia 
_ ducted their ſeveral debates with the full 
impreſſion of this truth upon their minds, 
Genuine philoſophy is ever, indeed; the 
leaſt dogmatical; and I am always inclinied 
to ſuſpect the force of that argumem which 
re dr ago 7 unn? 


paſſage I met with the other day in 
the preface to Mr. Boyle's philoſophical 
 effays, and would recommend that cau- 
tious ſpirit by which he profeſſes to have 
conducted himſelf in his 4 
ſearches, as worthy the imitation of c 
quirers after truth of eyery kind. 


«PERHAPS you will wonder, 01. k 

« that in almoſt every one of the follow- 
ee ing eſſays, I ſhould uſe ſo often, per 
* it ſeems, lit not improbable, a argue: a 
« diffidence of the truth of the opinions 
« T incline to; and that I heals be ſo 
1 ſhy of laying down principles, and 
© ſometimes of ſo much. as venturing at 
explications, But I muſt freely confels, 
fe 0 haying met with many things of 
L which 
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which I could give myſelt no one pro- 


s hable cauſe, and ſome things of which 
« ſeveral cauſes may be aſſigned fo differ- | 


« ing, as not to agree in any thing, un- 


« leſs in their being all of them probable 
enough; I have often found ſuch difli- 


* culties in ſearching into the cauſes and 


* manner of things, and I am fo ſenſible 


« of my own diſability to ſurmount thoſe 


e (difficulties, that I dare ſpeak confidently | 


* and poſitively of very few things, except 


« matter of fact. And when I venture to 


« deliver any thing by way of opinion, 
te ſhould, if it were not for mere ſhame, 


been wont to do. Nor have my 


« thoughts been altogether idle in form- 


ing notions and attempting to deviſe hy- 
ce potheſes. But I have hitherto (though 


* not always, yet not unfrequently ) found 


e ſoon after diſgraced by ſome farther or 
new experiment. And indeed, I have 
e the leſs envied many (for I ſay not all} 
** of thoſe writers who have taken upon 


— 


« them 
: - £ 


14 


5 culations with this humble unarrogatin 
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them to deliver the cauſes-of things, 
« and explicate the myſteries of nature, 
« ſince I have had opportunity. to ob- 
« ſerve how. many of their doctrines, 
« after having been for a while applauded 
« and even admired, have ' afterwards 
<« been confuted by ſome new phænome- 
«© non in nature, which was either unknown 
c to ſuch writers, or not e bolt 
* ſidered by them,” 


5 poſitiveneſs could become any man 
in any point of mere ſpeculation, it mult 
have been this truly noble philoſopher 
when he was delivering the reſult of his 
ſtudies in a ſcience, wherein, by the 
united confeſſion of the whole world, he 
fo eminently excelled. But he had too 
much generofity to preſcribe his own 

notions as a meaſure to the judgmen of 
others, ee 1 ogy 10 85 
them with heat or confidence. 


Wrozven, Philotes, purſues his fe 


temper 
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temper of mind, and with the beſt exer- 
tion of thoſe Ficuldes which Providence 


has aſſigned him, though he ſhould 


not find the conviction, never, furely, 


can he fail of the reward of md 


I am, &c. by 


* 
5 
5 


„„ 
| LETTER. XV. 


Tp: P A L BM 0 N. N 


| May 28, 1729. 
WRITE this while Cleora is angling 
by my fide, under the ſhade of a 
ſpreading elm that hangs over the banks 
of our river. A nightingale, more har- 
monious even than Strada's, is ſerenading 
us from a hawthorn buſh which ſmiles 


with all the gaiety of youth and 202 


while 

— gentle pales, | 
Fanning their odorif*'rons wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes, and whiſper whence they ſole 
Thoſe balmy ſpoils —— M1LT, 


WeaiLsr I am thus enjoying the inno- 
cent luxury of this vernal delight, I look 
back upon thoſe ſcenes of turbulence 
wherein I was once engaged, with more 
| than ordinary diſtaſte; and deſpiſe my 
ſelf for ever having entertained ſo mean a 
thought as to be rich and great. One of 


our monarchs uſed to ſay, © that he 
&« looked 
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« looked upon thoſe to be the happieſt 


« men in the. nation, whoſe fortune had 
« placed them in the country, above a 


« high-conſtable and below the trouble 
« of a juſtice of peace.” It is in a medi- 
octity of this happy kind that 1 here paſs 


my life: with a fortune far above the ne- 


ceflity of engaging in the drudgery of buſi- 
neſs; and with deſires much too humble to 


have any reliſh for the ſplendid baits of 


ambition, 


You Gu Wy ac 0 is 
affect the ſtoick, or pretend to have era» 
dicated all my paſſions : the ſum of my 
philoſophy — to no more than to 


cheriſh none but ſuch as I may eaſily and 


innocently gratify, and to baniſh all the 


reſt as ſo many bold intruders upon my 


repoſe, I endeavour to practiſe the maxim 
of a French poet, by conſidering every 


thing that is not within my Fe as 


not worth having: 


N . 
Que Pon doit eſtimer au monde, 
Tout ce que je nai pas, je le compie pour rien. 


* Is 


* 
* — 
„ . HE te aces aa es a, 
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18 it not poſſible, palemon, to 
you to theſe unaſpiring ſentiments, and to 
3 your flight to the humble level of 
genuine happineſs? Let me at leaſt prevail 
with you to ſpare a day or two. from. the 
certamina divitiarum (as Horace 1 5 
calls them) from thoſe. ſplendid cotite 
which you are engaged, Guſt 10 fake a w 
of the fort of life we ad in the country. 
If there is any thing wanting to complete 
the happineſs I here find, it is that you 
are ſo ſeldom a witneſs to it, Adieu. 
ee eee 
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(4 v4 ing, 

HE beauties of Kyle ſcerti to be ge- 
T nerally conſidered as below the at- 
tention both of an author and a reader. 
I know not therefore, whether I may ven= 
ture to acknowledge, that among the num- 
berleſs graces of your late performance, I 
particularly admired that ſtrength and ele- 
gance with which you have enforced and 
adorned the noblen ſentiments.” 25 1 


Turns was a time hn (and it 
was a period of the trueſt refinements) - 
when an excellence of this kind was 
eſteemed in the number of the politeſt 
accompliſhments; as it was the ambition 
of ſome of the greateſt names of antiquity, 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the improve- 
ments of their native tongue. Julius Cæſar. 
who was not only the greateſt hero, but 


the fineſt gentleman that ever, 
e ſmeſt gentleman — 


Pg 5 REN ow = 
3Þp D e e i 
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1 5 5 is it o the literary. ac 
= that the treatiſe which he. yergts, upon ſhi 
| ubjett, is periſhed with many, ther wr 
_ "BUY 1 wable works of that age? But though vr 
1 are deprived, of. the benefit. of hi,obſer 
tions, 1 we are happily. not without,an in- 
Lance of their effects; and his ou me- 
moirs will ever remain as the beſt and 
r e Not only of true gene 
3 ralſhjp, but of fine writing. He pub- 
1 | Uſhed them, indeed, only. as materials fo 
„ dhe uſe of thoſe, who ſhould be diſpoſed io 
ll enlarge upon that remarkable period ofithe 
1 Roman tory; yet the rn gyms 
lj fulneſs of his ſtyle were ſuch, th 
133 rit du neg 0 conch 
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mortal Tully: 
dialogue tit the celebrated Romin f. 
orators, frequently mentions it us a very 
high encomium that they poſſeſſed the ele- 
gance of their native language; and intro- 
duces Brutus as declaring, that he ſhould 
prefer the honour of being eſteemed the 
great maſter and improver of the Roman 
dloqueneh,, even to the glory of many *h 
umphs. 


But to add . to precedent, and 
view this art in its uſe as well as its d- 
gnity; will it not be allowed of ſorne im- 
portance when it is confidered,” that eld- 
quence is one of the moſt confiders 1 
auxiliaries of truth? Nothing indeed co 
tributes more to ſubdue the mind to th 
force of reaſon, than her being ſupported 
1. the powerful aſſiſtance of maſculine 1 

and vigorous oratory. As on the con- 1 
trary the moſt” legitimate arguments may 
be diſappointed) of that ſucceſs they de- 

M ſerve, 
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Nerve, by being attended ihn a ſpiritles 
and. enfeebled. expreſſion. ' Acoondingly, 
that moſt elegant of writers, the inimitable 
Mc, Addifon obſerves; in one of his late 
eſſays, that there is as much: difference 

between comprehending ' à thought 
«cloathed in Ciceros language and that 
ok an ordinary writer, as between ſee- 
2 
the light of the un. 


_ Ir & ſureſy then a very ſtrange cos - 
oeit of the celebrated Malbranche, who 
\ ſeems to think the pleaſure which ariſes 
from peruſing. a well written piece, s of 
the criminal kind, and has its fqur 
the weakneſs. and effeminacy of in. 
man heart. A man muſt. have . very 
- uncommon ſeverity of temper indeed, who 
can find any thing to condemn. in, adding 
_ charms to truth, and gaining the heart by 
_ captivating the ear; in uniting roſes with 
the thorns zaman lea 
| wich inſtruction. | 


e truth is, the mind is delighted 
eee 
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that it preſe 


degree, of the moral redtitude of ii) n- 
ſtitution, 33 it is a 4 „ Its, retain- 
ing n reliſh. * 9 


for dignity; and, in order to raiſe their 
expreſſions above vulgar language, lift them _ 


Lenins, that it eq 
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ati to confuſion, and 
— A taſte of this aft” 
is indeed fo far from being a wal any” 


depravity of our nature that I ſhould - 
ther conſider it as an evidence, in 


4 
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Ons might "WW 11 2 


chat certain writers . — 


ſidered all beauties of this ſort, in the ſame 
gloomy view with Malbranche: or at 
leaſt that they avoided every:refinement 
in ſtyle, as unworthy a lover of truth-and 
philoſophy. Their ſentiments are funk 
by the loweſt expreſſions, and ſeem con- 
demned to the firſt curſe, of creeping u- 

on the' ground all the days of tbeir liſe. 
Oaks on the contrary, - miſtake pomp 


up beyond common apprehenſions, eſteem- — = 
ing it (one ſhould imagine) a mark of their FN 
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penetrate their meaning. But how few 
writers, like Euphronius, know to hit that 
true medium which her between thoſe 
diſtant extremes? How. ſeldom. do we 
meet with art duthor, "whoſe expreſſions, 


is, thoſe of my friend, are glowing but 
0 not glaring, who ſe : metaph ors 


ut not 


monious Put not poctical ; in g. Ford, 
whoſe Tos are well ſt, and d ſhewn 
to the un in their trueſt ay 
moſt — luftre, 1 am rc. 
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Amono TOR Sa thidts Wick: the 
ſcene you are in affords, T ſhould have 
eſteemed the converſation of Ti 1 
entertainment; and as 
Tknow you are fond of fingular | chara- 
ers, I recommend that lady to you 


as a 


mis i 


ei 518 


T1 iipsp io oy 
L Se 


we] s 
me, I wal . rem x 
ſeaſon. HOT OY 


| acquaintance, 


TIMOCLEA was once a beauty ; but 
ill health, and worſe fortune, have 1 
ed thoſe charins; which time would 
have ſpared. However, what has ip 


cd her for a ks ns 
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e 4 4 
world, and of the beſt company in it; 
is it is from thence ſhe N Are. | 
ever knowledge ſhe poſſeſſes, You cum 
not, iodeed. flatter. her more, a Ren 
ſeeming ta conbger her as fond of read- 
ing and: retirement. But che truth is, na- 
ture formed her for the joys, of ſociety, 
and ſhe is never ſo thoroughly Rege 
when ſhe has a circle ne 2 21 191 


” Ir is upon thoſe occa ons be e a 
0 fall e as 1 never kne £1473 


rſon who. Was endued with the bg | 
55 r Con yerſation to an an higher age. K 
Iven diſpoſed to write the character 


ſtus or dug 


' Sug has an inexhauſtible fund ef wit; 
but if I may venture to diſtinguiſh, where 
one knows not even how to defind, I 


ſhould rather fay, it is brilliant than 


ſtrong. This talent renders her the ter- 


ſhe never ſacrificed the abſent, or maxti- 
diſplaying the foroe of her ſatyr; if any 
feel its ſting, 


owned, that her reſentments are 


has much warmth, e 
e 


it is thoſe only who firſt 
provoke it. Still however it muſt be 
ty" 
ly without juſt foundation, and almbſt 
always beyond meaſure. But tho” he | 
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fity in her temper; and If the had one 
virtue more, her heart. | 
with all her faults 2 your 
"mn | VET 
dh . 
15 now w having given yo g 
| a of the 


place, I leave you to make your. ap- 
e as vou ſhall ſee proper. 1 am, 
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Nel uke 


1 upon verbal criticiſn, as it is 


generally exerciſed; to be 560 K 
than a ſort df learned Tegerdemain} 
which the ſenſe or nonſenſe of a p 
i artfully convey'd away, and ſore other 
introduced in its ſtead, as beſt ſuits wil 
the purpoſe of the profound juggler. The x 
diſſertation you recommended to my per- 
uſal has but ſerved to confirm me in theſe 
ſentiments ; for though I admired the in- 
genuity of the artiſt, I could not but | 
greatly ſuſpect the juſtneſs of an art, which 
can thus preſs any author into the ſervice 


abate cn 1 We 


I nave bender amuſed myſelf Oy 
conſidering the entertainment it would 
afford to thoſe antients, whoſe works have 
had the honour to be attended by com} | 
mentators, could they riſe out of their Y N 
ls {oe of thoſe IF, ö 


q 4 4 


pulchres, a 
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oũs conjectures, . 
on their teſpective coth 
Horace, for inſtance, to — 
few of thoſe numberlefs: reſtorers of his 
tert, and expoſitors of his meaning, that 
have'infeſted the republick of letters; whit 
a fund of pleaſantry might he extract for 
a ſatyr on critical erudition ? how m 
harmleſs words would he ſee, aud bs 
niſhed from their rightful . poſſe 
merely becauſe they happened. to diſturb 
ſome unmerciful "hilologif ? the 
other hand, he would eu doubewdly f 
at that penetrating ſagacity, which 
diſcovered meanings which never entered 
into his thoughts, and found out concxaled 
allufions in his moſt EY: and artleG er- 
preſſions. 20 


Ons. hs Ca. n 
al abſurdity of critical conjectures in a 
ſtronger light, than by applying them to 
ſomething parallel in our own writers, If 
the Engliſh/ tongue ſhould ever become 
a dead een amd our beſt 3 be 


LENWT ER XXXVIU. ry 
much of the free and propriety af theit 
expreſſions; eſpecially: of ſuuch 28 tuned 
upon humqut, or alluded to any manner}? 
peculiar to tlie age; would:: inevitably be? 
loſt, F 
— commentators to explain Swiks 
epi ur muſical conteſts ) I 

imagine one might find them deſcanting! 
upon that little humourous ſally of our An- 
gliſh . EPL Nu ſuch manner this: 


i "499+, 


Brie wawaconaboifink lerer 
; Handel and Jononc 111 75 


1 4 TES £% . . e 2 
Sevens all this difference 


ould he g ant 
'Twiat T acedle- dum: and Tweedle-des 1 


85 h: wo. 


NoTzs of various Authors. 
ah 


&« Tweedk- dum and Tweedle-dee} 
— 


« perfil the Poet 
© drum and Twiddle — Faoidale ſig - 


* niſies to make a certain rĩdiculous no- 
* tion with the fingers ' what word the- 
fore could be more proper to expreſs' | 


g * eee e, come contempt of the 
= I ce tr per- 


— — 
rr CHE GA COU APY: A BE CAS oe In 
— — — — 


_ <©fiek;” importing 


C I am ſurprized none of the © 


Words have greatly embartaſs'd ine t. 


ing e a difficulty where there is; nne ö 


wo LETTER, be 


* 
an repute her ny e lei 
ec; It means alſo thoſe little pieces 

Hs 


— — 
en. '&c. in order ta make 

« ſtrument ſound. The alteratich here 
& propoſed is ſo obvious and natural that | 


« tors have hit upon it before. E. C. D. 
«T weedle-dum and Tweedle-dee.) Theſe 


« ticks, who are extremely expert in find- 


«T py dle Gann, and T 


25 a: 3 A, tb in the d N 


« this Epigram, that is * 

« for it is well known that perſons i in 

* thoſe times had more ſir- names than 
N one. 
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« one. S, M. Abſurd h here is evidently” 
« an error of the. preſs, for there. is ct 
« ſingle . 45 antiquity, of che famiy 


” of th X ale. dums and Tweedle-dees; \ \ 
« The, learned S. Ad. therefore 'nodded- 


« when, u undertook to explain this paſ-- 


129 


The ſenſe will be very plain if 
re: With a ſmall Alteration, Mhee- 
Tom and Waddle-THE. TH Eb 
" ing a known contraction for Theodore. 
« as Tom is for Thomas. Waddleand 
« Wheedle are 1 claflical, wards. 
ic Thus Pope: reds ge e es 4 


« Aruba 4 er, thre the f 5 Rf | 


5 dung das, to the moth in n | 
+; N Ib. ii. 190, 


« And hong —_ 1 do not recoll&& 
« to have met with the verb to non 
te jn any pure author, yet it is plain th af 
« it was in uſe, ſince we find the Par⸗ 
« ticiple wheedling in an antient tra ly 
6c — about th ſc times: « TEN 278 
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M43 64] it} - : TT e to Zoidugz; ! 


: #6 of langbing, tings wheedling, hing rig 
NR e TH >. ie 111) Wy 3 150. 
. Will make zin amble. an 71 

Aud hold the diſtaff e 5277 4 bo &5 patient 
14 FT Ver did Hereules. — Jank Shox. 
H ac! N 1. DUg St. f 

re, anc 


AU ts wala: to wed oat 
| OE of 'which — words 1 
de under — chat "Tow wa: 
mean ſycophant, and che latter that 
HE had an W and ridiculous 
1 gait.” F. F. A & m | 


1 know not, Cries, how 1 Coll 
eſcape your ſatyr, for venturing to be thus 
free with a ſcience which is ſometimes, [ 
iN | Know, admitted into a ſhare of your me- 
i ditations : yet tell me honeſtly, is bot 
[i dus a faithful ſpecimen of the ſpirit and 

| 
| 


talents of the general claſs of critie-wi- 
| ters? Far am I, however, from | 


. of thoſe uſeful —_— 


os. IS” "VI 2p, 


To XX F 
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the republick of letters, who with mo- 


deſty and proper diffidence, have offered 
their affiſtance in throwing a light _ | 


obſcure paſſages im antient authors. 
when this ppirit breaks out in its higheſt 
pride and petulance of reformation, if it 


coufines itſelf to claſſical enquiries, I can 
be contented; with treating it only as an 
object of rĩdicule: but I muſt confes, 
when I fad it, with an afſured and canb- 


withand — L can. — 


indignation. | Farewell. Jam, . * 
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* to . ; than that Igor AM. 
ther. To any other man I ſhould anake 
an apology for troubling him with un' in-. 
formation mw — but am 


that the counters are of no more worth 
than they appear; but thoſe who art en- 
. gaged in the game, know they are tet be 
conſidered at a higher rate. Von ſes l 
. draw my alluſions" from the ſbene be- 
fore me; a' propriety which the er- 
ticks, I eee eee, 
mend. D id 6 Ane 
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| Inave often wondered what odd whim 
could fin rinduee the heglthyto follow 
the ſick into places of this ſort, and lay the 
| keene of e the moſt 


— FP ut WR ogy” Ten Oo — 


for adding in the oppoſite 4 
for the infirm cannot labour more earneſtly 
to recover tho ſtrength they have loſt, than 
the . robuſt to diſſipate that which they 
poſſeſs. Thus the diſeaſe paſs not mote | 
anxious nights in their beds, than the 
healthy at the. hazard - tables; and I fres 
quently ſee a game at ombre occaſion as 
ſevere diſquietudes 2s a fit of the gout, 
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As for myſelf, I Bo a ſort of middle 
part in this mot! 10 undd am ſome- 
times diſpoſed to join with the invalids in 
envying the healthy, and ſometimes have 
fpirits enough to mix with the gay i in pity- 
. the ſplenetick. NN " 


Tur truth is, T have found ſdme bene- 
fit by the waters; but I ſhall not de ſo 


Kanguine as to pronounce with Cettaitity of 
their effects, till I ſee how they enable 


me to paſs through the approaching in- 
ter. That ſeaſon, you know; is the time 


of trial with me; and if I get over the 
Hebt with mere eaſe than the aft,” 1ſtall 
think myſelf obliged tocelebrte the nyiaijh 
” of theſe ſprings, in ropes has * 

5 eng ode 2111 

Bur let times An ſeaſons operate. 2 

£ they may, there is one part of me ore 
| which they will have no power; and ina 
the changes of this uncertain conſtitution, 
my heart will ever eee e 


firmly yours. Jam, Wan, 5 514 $10 
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HALL 1 e n I Catſtiot 
8 of an offence which occaſioned 
ſo — a reproof ? Acenſure canvey- 
ed in ſuch genteel terms, charms 1 more than 
 corredts, and tempts rather than reforms. 
1 am e 1 1 ſhould, 2 


* Fg 44 


chaſteneth. im ſo El a manner. 
ever, 1 (hall for the future 0 5 r. 
fue your, orders, and have ſent you in 
this ſecond. parcel no other books than 
what my on library ſupplied A- 
mong: theſe. you will find a collection 
of letters: I do not retcuommend 4 chem to 
you, having never tead them; nor indeed 
am I acquainted with their characters; 
but they preſented themſelves to my hands 
as I was tumbling: over ſome others, ſo I 
ns wks in ith the reſt and gave them | 
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4 Chance. of adding to. your mutet 
I wish Prould meet with anynthing that 
had even the leaſt probability ; of contri» 
"thre mib. Bad 01. nr 
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IME that reconciles onetomalt ing 
15 not been able to render your "\abfet 0 
in an degree leſs. uneaſy to we. I nay 


˖ rather b faid to haunt the houſe 

1 to make one of the 

walk it ine: 117590 the rooms like 4 kel 
for J never. Fa tilt Ta n 
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How head I wiſh cayfelf ks 
ſion of that famous ring you were men- 


LIE T BER XL. wh 
— 'theether day, which had the ro- 
rt vf rendering thoſe vrho word iti ĩa- 
groin 1 would rather! be maſten of this 
wonderful unique, thati of the 
which Gyges gained by means of it; = 
might then attend you, like ye four or gnardian 
angel, "without ceniſüre raction 

How agreeable would it bot to wear out 
ee like Eneas from his 9125 
Sin che dear companion of n my fortun 2 
in ſpight of dar peel power who has 
raiſed ſo many cruel ſtorms to ſe arate u! 
But whilſt 1 employed. xXtrao! 
| ring to theſe and a 10 


Wan 4 
4 ) . x 


bee ee a 7 121725 


thing to fear from the ſecret inſpection bf 21 
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77 1 others. conſider you yy x tas 
L ample potlftions you ae e 
me to, ſay, that it is your appl 
them alone which renders either dem 
or you valuable in my eſtimation, "'Your 
Glendid roofs and elegant /accormm 
tions I can view' without the left eto. 
tion of envy: but When I Werd ae 
1M the full power of exerting the noble - 4 

2 potent your exalted generoſity —it is 
: I confeſs, I am apt to reflect, with Tome 
8 regret, on the humbler ſu upplics' of ny 
own more limited fiantes. Nike laber 
(to ſpeak of you in the 8 
the ir of orators addreſſed the x 
of emperors) fortuna tua majus, 'qudm ut 
 Poffiis ; nec natura melius, quam wt "els 
fervare guamplurimos. To be able to 
ſoften the calamities of mankind, and in- 
ſpire Sladneſs into a heart oppreſſed wich 
e is indeed the nobleſt 1 
lege 
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np a but to exer- 1 


Aal A in the manner 

meaſure of one's rer nag bs — 
thing extremely mortifying to a well- forin- 
ed ſpirit, to ſee itſelf conſidered as an 2 | 
of compaſſion ; as it is the part of Im- 
proved humanity to humour this Bomeſt 
pride in our nature, and to relieve” the 


_ 288 * IT the —_ of 
we died, 


of Þ 


I HAVE 1 charity (if f charity it tight 
be called) inſult with an air of pity,” and 


wound at the ſame time that it healed. _ 
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into which that accident threw me. The 
blow indeed, fell with too much ſeverity, 
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enough to write ＋ you immediately; as 
there cannot, perhaps, be a greater ſhock 
to a breaſt of any ſenſibility, than to ſee 
its earlieſt and A valuable connections 
ly broken: than to find itſelf for 
er torn from the firſt and moſt endeared 
odject of its higheſt veneration. At leaſt, 
the affection and eſteem ] bore to that ex- 
cellent parent were founded upon ſo many 
and ſuch uncommon motives, that his 
death has given me occaſion ment et 
only a moſt tender father, but a moſt va- 
luable friend. 5 


Tuer I can no longer enjoy the be- 
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negligentius viuqm. There js nothing. in 
truth, puts us ſo much upon our guard, 


« fool. ha If there j 18 any truth in th 
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ſelf, what an excellent antient hib ſald 
upon a'fimilat occaſion, Fereor m nne 


as to act under the conſtant inſpeęt ion 
one whoſe virtues, as well as yeam, hay 
rendered venerable. Never, indeed. di 
the di ignity of goodneſs appear mare ine: 
Gſtible in any man: Yet there was ſome: 
thing at the ſame time ſo gentle in his man- 


ners, ſuch an innocency and chearfulpeſi 
in bis converſation, that he was as {ure 0 


grin: e as to inſpire reverence. 4 1 
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* 1 "ak l (and II think, 


by Mr. Cowley) © That a man in much 


« buſineſs muſt either make hi! 
60 knave, or the world will ke 


ſeryation, „ it is not, however, wit fo rh 
exception. My father was early. eng 
in the great ſcenes of buſineſs, where he 

continued” almoſt to his very laſt Ha „ 


Z = he 5 preſerved his integrity firm and un- 
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Ming with 2 Joflre per 
I ſhoukpoiht to his honeſty astho brighteſt 
part of his characte But the truth is, the 
whole tenour of his condu: was one uni- 
form exerciſe of every moral quality that 
can adorn and exalt human natuse. To 
png the injured, to relieve the Indigent, | 
to protect the diſtreſſed, wus the chief 
ed and aim of all his exidevouns gidnd 
his principal motive both for engagingand 
perſevering in his employments was, to 
enable himſelf . * gratify 
Þ glorious an ambition. 


No 9 man Bad A bisher nc "the 
pleaſures of retired and contemplative ti 
as none was more qualified to enter into 
thoſe calm ſcenes with greater eaſe and dig- . 
nity. He had nothing 1 to make him deſirous | 
of flying from che reflections of his c own | 


: mind, nor 1 W which his \ mode- | 
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rate patrimony would not have been more 


than ſufficient iochayt gratifie& But to live 
for himſelf only, was not confiſtent with his 
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generous and enlarged ſe It was 
a ſpirit of benevolence that led bim into 


the addive ſcenes of The workdy] 
upon any other prinoiple he woald elthd 
never have entered, or ſoon have renοꝓ,ꝓ ud. 
And it was that godlike ſpirit vrhicit von- 
ducted and ſupported him through hisuſe- 
ful progreſs, to the honour and intereiſt of 
his family and friends, and to ths benefi 

of every creature, that could polibly: be 
comprehended within ONS 
of his beneficence. 1 Pts e ALI l, 


ad. WELL know, my dear Eupheonius 
the high regard you pay 40.1 every; cha- 
racter of mertt in general, and'the'eftecti 
in which you held this moſt valuable man 


in particular. Jam ſure, th 
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would not forgive me were I a 
an apology for ks with you this private | 
monument of my veneration for a patent, 
whole leaſt, and. loweſt claim to m 8 ga- 

tieuds and eftecrn 1 is; that I am indebied'to 

him for my birth, Adieu. I am, &c. 
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I am ſure it in ſometimes, ca? ng 
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mankind 'oftner ac wrong t 
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